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In tro duc tion

Over our years as el ementary me dia spe cialists, we have con centrated on craft ing lesson plans that en able our

older el ementary stu dents to do research ef ficiently and ef fectively and use current technologies. Iron ically, it is the

younger students who pour over the pages of books in our ref erence section. They beg to look up in formation on the

computer and ask to take home the big reference books with all the cool an imal pic tures. Many en thusiastic ex -

changes can be over heard from this quiet corner of the library.

In this book of lesson plans and worksheets, we have taken the traditional lessons usu ally re served for fourth,

fifth, and sixth graders and re designed them for second and third. Our goal was to keep them simple and in troduce

the subjects so that ex citement for learning awesome facts would be fanned into a healthy hun ger for knowledge and

understanding.

We also feel strongly that library instruction needs to ex pand to include the classroom teacher in as many col-

lab o ra tive cur ric u lar ac tiv i ties as pos si ble. Re search is tell ing us that this col lab o ra tive team ap proach pays big div i -

dends in terms of higher test scores, but, more important, in the shaping of a child’s en tire ed u ca tional ex pe ri ence.

Our children will have to com pete in a high-tech global world and as ed ucators (classroom teachers and me dia spe-

cialists) we need to do everything we can to prepare them to meet the challenge.

Each lesson has ready-to-use worksheets and is aligned with na tional standards. The Language Arts Standards

are from the National Council of Teachers of English. They can be found at www.ncte.org and also in Standards for

the English Language Arts spon sored by the Na tional Council of Teacher of English and In ternational Reading As -

sociation (Ur bana, IL: NCTE, 1996). The Science Standards were taken from Na tional Sci ence Ed u ca tion Stan-

dards (Wash ington DC: Na tional Academy Press, 1996). The So cial Studies Standards are from the Na tional

Council for the So cial Studies. They can be found at www.sscnet.ucla.edu/nchs/ and www.nationalgeographic.com.

The Ge og ra phy Stan dards are from Ge og ra phy for Life (Collingdale, Pa: Di ane Publishing Company, 1994).

There are seven units in the book: the matic, bi ography, atlas, almanac, encyclopedia, on line catalog, and the

Internet. The lessons are written for a forty-five-minute class time and they coordinate both classroom and media

time. Each lesson lists the applicable national standard and pro vides ob jectives, skills, materials, and pages for

overhead transparencies.

When us ing over head trans par en cies out of printed ma te ri als, re mem ber the fair-use is sue. Ed u ca tors may use

overheads for a year, but after the year is up will need to make new ones us ing new ma terials. Even though these les-

sons can be adapted to be taught completely by the media specialist, we challenge you to work on them as a team and 

watch the seeds of collaboration blossom.
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The Standards

Standards for the Eng lish Language Arts

NL-ENG.K-12.2 UNDERSTANDING THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE

Students read a wide range of literature from many pe riods in many gen res to build an un -
derstanding of many dimensions of hu man experience.

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context,
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.5 COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

Students em ploy a wide range of strat egies as they write and use dif ferent writ ing pro cess el -
e ments ap pro pri ately to com mu ni cate with dif fer ent au di ences for a va ri ety of purposes.

NL-ENG.K12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.8 DEVELOPING RESEARCH SKILLS

Stu dents use a va ri ety of tech no log i cal and in for ma tion re sources (e.g., li brar ies, da ta bases,
computer net works, video) to gather and syn thesize in formation and to create and com municate
knowledge.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur pose (e.g., for
learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

xiii



Na tional Stan dards for Ge og ra phy

NSS-G.K-12.1 THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

As a re sult of activities in grades K–12, all students should: Un derstand how to use maps and 
other geo graphic rep re sen ta tions, tools, and tech nol o gies to ac quire, pro cess, and re port in for -
mation from a spatial perspective.

National Standards for History

NSS-USH.K-4.1 LIVING AND WORKING TOGETHER IN FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES, NOW AND LONG AGO

Understands family life now and in the past, and fam ily life in var ious places long ago. Un -
derstands the his tory of the lo cal com munity and how communities in North Amer ica var ied
long ago.

Sci ence Na tional Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of activities in Grades K–4, all stu dents should de velop un derstanding of

• The char ac ter is tics of or gan isms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

xiv The Stan dards



Part One

Bi og ra phy
Unit





Les son 1—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter

Tea with El ea nor Roo se velt

Ob jec tive: Students will be able to learn the definition and lo cation of both individual and
collective bi ographies. They will also be able to rec ognize facts about El eanor Roosevelt.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.2 UNDERSTANDING THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE

Students read a wide range of literature from many pe riods in many gen res to build an un -
der stand ing of the many di men sions (e.g., philo soph i cal, eth i cal, aes thetic) of hu man
experience.

NL-ENG. K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

Skills

• Word iden ti fi ca tion and def i ni tion

• Bi og ra phy study, both in di vid ual and col lec tive

Cos tume

• Paisley belted dress

• Ladies 1930s dress hat

• Black lace-up heeled shoes

  (Check your lo cal thrift store for these items)

Props

• Teapot, tea cups, tray, and fancy nap kins

Ma te ri als

• Tea bags (see in struction sheet for sam ple)

• Word cards la beled “col lec tive bi og ra phy,” “in di vid ual bi og ra phy,” and “call num bers” 
(see sheet of words and def initions)

• Col lec tions of books about El ea nor Roo se velt, both in di vid ual and col lec tive bi og ra phy.
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Step 1. The me dia spe cialist greets the stu dents dressed as El eanor Roo sevelt. Wel come them to
your tea party. Ex plain to the stu dents that you are dressed as El eanor Roo sevelt and you are
going to in troduce them to the world of biographies. Share the facts about El eanor us ing the
tea bags (see tea bag ex ample) and to aid your sto rytelling as you point out the high lights of
her life. Be dra matic with your pre sentation. Your stu dents will enjoy your play acting, and it 
will get them hooked on the biography sec tion. The tea fact cards are only a sample of the
many facts about this fa mous first lady.

Step 2. Af ter the pre sen ta tion, in tro duce the word cards for in di vid ual and col lec tive bi og ra -
phies. Ex plain that we can read about Mrs. Roo sevelt in both types of books. Share the
books that you have gathered ahead of time.

Step 3. Ex plain the call num bers.

In di vid ual 92—Dewey num ber

Roo—Person you wish to read about

Col lec tive 920—Dewey num ber

Adl—Author’s last name

Clo sure. Walk stu dents through the bi ography sec tion and point out where the El eanor Roo -
sevelt books are lo cated. Pick out a few fa mous peo ple that students will recognize and point
these out also. Spend time helping them select a book to take back to the classroom.

Teacher’s Notes:

4 Part One: Bi og ra phy Unit



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 1

Sample Tea Bag

Di rec tions:

Cut the fact cards apart (see fact card page) and mount on heavier pa per.
Cut smaller squares from col ored con struction pa per and at tach the numbered square to the

fact squares us ing string. Place the tea bags in side the tea pot, al lowing the num bered squares to
hang out like a reg ular tea bag. As you tell the story of Eleanor, pull the tea bags from the pot and
use the facts to help you re member the im portant highlights of her life that you wish to stress.

Tea with El ea nor Roo se velt 5



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 1

Sample Tea Bag Facts

1. Eleanor was not
con sid ered beau ti ful,

and she lacked
self-con fi dence. She
was the niece of the

twenty-sixth pres i dent,
The o dore Roo se velt.

2. She fell in love with
Frank lin Roo se velt. He
was a dis tant cousin, so

when they were married,
she did not have to
change her name.

3. Eleanor and Franklin
had six children. One
son died when just a

baby.

4. Her hus band ran for
governor of New York.

El ea nor helped him
win. They worked as a
team. Many times El-
eanor went out to talk

with the peo ple on
Frank lin’s be half.

5. Franklin came down
with po lio and Eleanor

helped nurse him back to 
health. With Eleanor’s

help, he was able to
solve many prob lems as
governor of New York.

6. Some peo ple wanted
to see Frank lin be come
president of the United
States. He was elected
in 1932, and El eanor

became the first lady of
the United States.

7. When our coun try
went to war after Pearl
Har bor, El ea nor vis ited

fac to ries and even
traveled to see the sol-

diers.

8. Frank lin Roo se velt
died be fore peace came.
Eleanor still worked for
her country by help ing

the poor.

9. She died November
7, 1962. She loved to

help oth ers, and by do -
ing so, she brought

much hap piness to her
own life.

6 Part One: Bi og ra phy Unit



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 1

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Cut, en large, and paste onto con struction pa per.

Col lec tive
Bi og ra phy

Writ ten ac count

of sev eral fa mous
peo ple

In di vid ual
Bi og ra phy

Writ ten ac count
of some one’s life

Tea with El ea nor Roo se velt 7



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 1

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Call
Num ber

Address of the
book

92

ROO

920

ADL

8 Part One: Bi og ra phy Unit



Les son 2—Class room

Writ ing a Col lec tive Class room Bi og ra phy

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will be able to in terview a classmate and re cord im portant facts about
their fel low student.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.5 COMMUNICATION STRATEGIES

Students em ploy a wide range of strat egies as they write and use dif ferent writ ing pro cess el -
e ments ap pro pri ately to com mu ni cate with dif fer ent au di ences for a va ri ety of purposes.

Skills

• In ter view ing

• Re cord ing facts

Ma te ri als

• Worksheet (see in terview page)

• White construction pa per for stu dent portraits

Step 1. Re view the def inition of collective bi ography that was in troduced in Les son 1. Ex plain
that the class will put to gether a classroom book with student portraits.

Step 2. Pair up stu dents and hand out worksheets.

Step 3. Stu dents will in terview each other and fill in the in terview sheet. Each stu dent will also
do a por trait of the other stu dent. If the num ber of stu dents is un even, the classroom teacher
can be paired up with a stu dent so that his or her work can also be in cluded in the book.

Clo sure. Stu dents gather as a large group and share a fa vorite fact about the person they in -
ter viewed. As sem ble book.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 2

Sec ond Grade In ter view Sheet

Name_________________________________________________ Age__________________

Where do you live?____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any broth ers? If yes, what are their names?________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any sis ters? If yes, what are their names?__________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What stuffed an imal or toy do you have that is spe cial?_________________________________

What is your fa vorite sub ject at school?____________________________________________

What are you go ing to be when you grow up?_______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Do you have a pet? If so, what kind?________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is your pet’s name?________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is something you don’t like?________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is your fa vorite color?______________________________________________________

What sport do you like to play?___________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Person who did this in terview____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

10 Part One: Bi og ra phy Unit



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 2

Third Grade Interview Sheet

Name_______________________________________________Age_____________________

What is your fa vorite color?_____________________________________________________

Do you have any broth ers? If yes, what are their names?________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any sis ters? If yes, what are their names?________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is your ad dress?__________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is your fa vorite book character?______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is your fa vorite sub ject in school?____________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What do you like to do with your best friend?_______________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What kind of books do you en joy read ing?___________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is something spe cial about you?______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

What is something you are good at?_______________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Person who did this in terview____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Writ ing a Col lec tive Class room Bi og ra phy 11



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 2

Second Grade Worksheet

Call Numbers Worksheet
Sec ond Grade

Di rec tions: Underline the ti tle of the book. Finish the call num ber in
the box.

Ex am ple:

A Picture Book of El eanor Roo sevelt
by Da vid Adler

A Picture Book of George Washington
by Da vid Adler

Amelia Earhart
by Don McLeese

Al ex an der Gra ham Bell
by Ann Gaines

A Picture Book of Abra ham Lin coln
by Da vid Adler

12 Part One: Bi og ra phy Unit
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Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 2

Third Grade Worksheet

Call Numbers Worksheet
Third Grade

Di rec tions: Underline the ti tle and circle the last name of who the book 
is about. Finish the call number in the box.

Ex am ple:

A Picture Book of El eanor Roo sevelt
by Da vid Adler

A Picture Book of George Washington
by Da vid Adler

Amelia Earhart
by Don McLeese

Al ex an der Gra ham Bell
by Ann Gaines

A Picture Book of Abra ham Lin coln
by Da vid Adler

First Ladies: Women Who Called the
White House Home
by Beatrice Gormley

Writ ing a Col lec tive Class room Bi og ra phy 13
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Les son 3—Class room

Timeline

Ob jec tive: Second-grade students will gather in formation about a person and place the in -
for ma tion on a timeline. Third-grade stu dents will gather in formation about a person and sort

into four cat egories: early years, mar riage and fam ily, im portant events, and later years.

So cial Stud ies Na tional Stan dards

NSS-USH.K-4.1 LIVING AND WORKING TOGETHER IN FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES, NOW AND LONG AGO

Understands family life now and in the past, and fam ily life in var ious places long ago. Un der-
stands the history of the lo cal com munity and how com munities in North Amer ica var ied long ago.

Skills

• Note taking

• Or ga ni za tion of in for ma tion

Ma te ri als

• An easy bi ography to read aloud

• Dry eraser board and mark ers

• Timeline

• Chart of four cat egories (see pattern)

Step 1. Read the book A Pic ture Book of Amelia Earhart by Da vid Adler to the class. Be fore
reading the bi ography, re view the def inition of a biography from Les son 1. Also tell the stu -
dents that they will need to listen for im portant facts during the read-aloud.

Step 2. Students will re call facts from the read-aloud and write the facts on the dry erase board.

Step 3. Second Grade: Introduce the pur pose of a timeline. Model an ex ample by plac ing dates
and facts on the timeline. The example could be the teacher’s life. Students will write facts
from the read-aloud on pa per and place them on the timeline.

Timeline Ex am ple

Step 4. Third Grade: Introduce the idea of sorting facts into four cat egories. Students write the
facts from the board onto in dex cards. En large the pat tern and place on the dry erase board.
Students will take turns plac ing the facts in the right cat egory.

Clo sure. Re view timeline and sort ing of in formation. In troduce next lesson. Stu dents will
be go ing to the li brary/media cen ter with a part ner to gather facts about a person.

14



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 3

Sort ing Pat tern

Timeline 15

Early Years Marriage and Family

Im por tant Events Later Years



Les son 4—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Sort ing In for ma tion

Ob jec tive: Students will gather and sort in formation about a famous per son.

So cial Stud ies Na tional Stan dards

NSS-USH.K-4.1 LIVING AND WORKING TOGETHER IN FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES, NOW AND LONG AGO

Understands family life now and in the past, and fam ily life in var ious places long ago. Un -
derstands the his tory of the lo cal com munity and how communities in North Amer ica var ied
long ago.

Skills

• Note taking

• Or ga ni za tion of in for ma tion

Ma te ri als

• An as sortment of easy bi ography books (see resources at the end of unit)

• Third grade worksheet from Les son 3 for ev ery group of students

• Sec ond grade timeline worksheet for ev ery group of students

Step 1. The class room teacher di vides stu dents into groups. The me dia spe cialist in troduces the
activity to the stu dents. Ex plain that the stu dents will read a short biography, and gather and
sort facts.

Step 2. Each group of stu dents se lects a biography to read. While read ing, stu dents gather facts
and com plete the worksheet.

Step 3. The me dia spe cialist and class room teacher ro tate around the li brary/media cen ter help -
ing groups of students as needed.

Step 4. Students share their facts with the class.

Op tional Ac tiv ity: Students may com plete their own timeline and share with the class. Stu -
dents can use pho tographs or drawings to com plete the timeline.

16



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 4

Second Grade Worksheet

Sort ing In for ma tion 17
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Les son 5—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Selecting a Person for Research

Ob jec tive: Students will in vestigate the amount of information about sev eral well-known
people in the li brary/media cen ter and se lect a per son to re search and com plete a final project.

So cial Stud ies Na tional Stan dards

NSS-USH.K-4.1 LIVING AND WORKING TOGETHER IN FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES, NOW AND LONG AGO

Understands family life now and in the past, and fam ily life in var ious places long ago. Un -
derstands the his tory of the lo cal com munity and how communities in North Amer ica var ied

long ago.

Skills

• Note taking

• Research—books and Internet

Step 1. The class room teacher ex plains the fi nal pro ject as signment. The stu dents se lect a
well-known per son to re search and complete their pro jects. The final pro ject can be an oral
report with a cos tume or a written re port with a poster or other vi sual aid.

Step 2. Stu dents write down two people as possible sub jects to re search for their fi nal pro jects.

Step 3. Stu dents go to the li brary/media cen ter.

Step 4. The class room teacher ex plains the worksheet. Stu dents gather sources for their re ports.
The me dia specialist ex plains the pro cedure for the time spent in the li brary/media cen -
ter. Stu dents are divided into three groups. Each group ro tates around the li brary/media
center in vestigating possible sub jects for their pro jects. One group starts in the bi ogra-
phy sec tion, look ing for bi ographies about its sub jects. The next group starts in the en cy-
clopedia sec tion, look ing for articles about its sub jects. The last group starts on the
computers, look ing for pictures and articles of the peo ple they may use for the fi nal pro -
ject. Students will use the worksheet to col lect in formation.

Step 5. The class room teacher and me dia spe cialist move around the li brary/media cen ter help -
ing stu dents as needed.

Step 6. Stu dents take their worksheets back to class and de cide which per son they are go ing to
focus on for their fi nal pro jects.

18



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 5

Fi nal Pro ject Worksheet

List of Pos sible People for Fi nal Project

1.__________________________________________________________________________

Bi og ra phy Sec tion

Ti tle________________________________Au thor__________________________________

Ti tle________________________________Au thor__________________________________

En cy clo pe dias

Vol ume_____________________________Page____________________________________

Vol ume_____________________________Page____________________________________

Com put ers

Web Sites___________________________________________________________________

Web Sites___________________________________________________________________

2.__________________________________________________________________________

Bi og ra phy Sec tion

Ti tle________________________________Au thor__________________________________

Ti tle________________________________Au thor__________________________________

En cy clo pe dias

Vol ume_____________________________Page____________________________________

Vol ume_____________________________Page____________________________________

Com put ers

Web Sites___________________________________________________________________

Web Sites____________________________________________________________________

Selecting a Per son for Re search 19



Les son 6—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Re search

Ob jec tive: Students will re search a person for their fi nal pro ject.

So cial Stud ies Na tional Stan dards

NSS-USH.K-4.1 LIVING AND WORKING TOGETHER IN FAMILIES AND
COMMUNITIES, NOW AND LONG AGO

Understands family life now and in the past, and fam ily life in var ious places long ago. Un der-
stands the history of the lo cal com munity and how com munities in North Amer ica var ied long ago.

Skills

• Note taking

• Re search

• Sort ing in for ma tion

Ma te ri als

• Copies of sorting chart for each stu dent

Step 1. The class room teacher brings the stu dents to the li brary/media cen ter and ex plains the
worksheet. Stu dents gather facts, sort, and re cord sources. The me dia spe cialist ex plains the
three ar eas in which the students will be working.

Step 2. Students find books, en cyclopedias, and Web sites to gather in formation for their bi ogra-
phy pro jects.

Step 3. In Les son 5, stu dents spent time us ing search engines. Stu dents bring their worksheets
from Les son 5 and have de cided which per son to re search. Stu dents print ar ticles and pic-
tures from the Internet.

Step 4. Stu dents be gin to take notes and sort information, us ing the sorting worksheet. They also
record their sources on the worksheet. Sec ond grad ers re cord the au thor and title. Third
graders re cord the au thor, ti tle, pub lisher, and copy right date. All grades will re cord com -
plete Web site ad dresses.

Step 5. Stu dents may checkout books if a large col lection of bi ography books are available.

Step 6. More time maybe needed if stu dents do not checkout books. Books should be reserved
for fu ture vis its to the li brary/media cen ter.

Step 7. Stu dents take in formation with them to com plete pro ject in the classroom and home.

Step 8. Stu dents share their projects.
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Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 6

Third Grade Sorting Worksheet

Early Years Marriage and Fam ily

Im por tant Events Later Years

Sources

Au thor  Ti tle

Pub lisher  Copy right Date 

Au thor Ti tle 

Pub lisher Copy right Date

Web Site 

Web Site 

Re search 21



Bi og ra phy Unit
Les son 6

Second Grade Sorting Worksheet

Early Years Marriage and Fam ily

Im por tant Events Later Years

Sources

Au thor  Ti tle

Au thor Ti tle 

Web Site 

Web Site 
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Re sources

Books

Adler, Da vid. A Pic ture Book of Amelia Earhart. New York: Hol iday House, 1998.

Adler, Da vid. A Pic ture Book of El eanor Roo sevelt. New York: Hol iday House, 1991.

Gormley, Beatrice. First La dies: Women Who Called the White House Home. New
York: Scho las tic, 1997.

Pastan, Amy. Eyewitness Books: First La dies. New York: Dorling Kindersley, 2001.

The World Book Stu dent Dis cov ery En cy clo pe dia. Chicago: World Book, 2003.

Web Search Engines

http://www.yahooligans.com

http://www.google.com

http://www.kidsclick.org

http://www.awesomelibrary.org

http://www.infoseek.com

http://webcrawler.com

Teacher’s Notes:
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Part Two

En cy clo pe dia
Unit





Les son 1—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter

In tro duc tion

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will se lect the cor rect vol ume in a set of en cyclopedias when given an
assignment to find peo ple, places, or things.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate texts.
They draw on their prior experience, their in teractions with other readers, and writ ers, their knowledge
of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un derstanding of tex -
tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence struc ture, con text, graphics).

Skills

• Use of en cy clo pe dia

Ma te ri als

• Word and def inition cards for en cyclopedia and call num ber (see word card page; en -

large and lam inate)

• Overhead trans parency about what is found in an en cyclopedia

• Copies of second and third grade worksheets for each stu dent

Step 1. As stu dents en ter the li brary/media cen ter, the me dia spe cialist seats them in the ref er-
ence sec tion near the en cyclopedias. Use the word and definition cards to in troduce this
group of ref erence works. Point out spe cial en cyclopedia sets also as well as gen eral en cy-
clo pe dias (e.g., Rourke’s World of Sci ence En cy clo pe dia and The World Book Stu dent Dis -
cov ery En cy clo pe dia are both great for second and third graders).

Step 2. Using the over head trans parency, dis cuss what can be found in a gen eral en cyclopedia.
Brainstorm things that the stu dents think might be found in a gen eral en cyclopedia. List
their responses on the bottom of an overhead trans parency.

Step 3. Ex plain the alphabetical ar rangement of the sets. All of the “A” words would be in the
first vol ume, and all of the “S” words would be in the S vol ume.

Step 4. Discuss proper names and how to look up names of a given person. Write sev eral names
on the board and practice look ing up the names. The me dia spe cialist can hold the vol ume
and show stu dents how to look up the names.

Step 5. Go over the di rections for the worksheet. Give stu dents time to com plete their
worksheets.

Clo sure. Check an swers as a group. As stu dents pre pare to leave, ask them which en cyclope-
dia vol ume they would use to lo cate “snakes,” “dogs,” and “horses.” Choose sim ple sub jects for
this. They can be written out on cards ahead of time if your class needs to see the words vi sually.
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En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 1

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Cut, en large, and paste onto con struction pa per.

En cy clo pe dia

A set of ref erence
books that has

gen eral
in for ma tion
on var i ous

sub jects

Call
Num ber

REF
030
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En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 1

Over head Trans par ency

Ex am ples:

Peo ple Places Things

1. 1. 1.

2. 2. 2.

In tro duc tion 29



En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 1

Second Grade Worksheet

1

A

2

B

3

C

4

D

5

E

6

F

7

G

8

H

9

I

10

JK

11

L

12

M

13

N

14

O

15

P

16

QR

17

S

18

T

19

UV

20

WX

YZ

I

N

D

E

X

Here is a set of en cyclopedias. Af ter each ar ticle title, list the volume where it
would be found.

Rivers_____________________ Cheese_____________________

Vol ca noes__________________ Cats________________________

Ti gers_____________________ Dogs______________________

Snakes____________________ Fire________________________

Plan ets____________________ Vi o lin______________________

Bo nus Ques tion:  In which vol ume would you find an ar ticle about George

Wash ing ton? _____________________
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En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 1

Third Grade Worksheet

1

A

2

B

3

C

4

D

5

E

6

F

7

G

8

H

9

I

10

JK

11

L

12

M

13

N

14

O

15

P

16

QR

17

S

18

T

19

UV

20

WX

YZ

I

N

D

E

X

Here is a set of en cyclopedias. Af ter each ar ticle title, list the volume where it
would be found.

Rivers_____________________ Cheese_____________________

Vol ca noes__________________ Cats________________________

Ti gers_____________________ Dogs______________________

South America______________ Ohio________________________

Abe Lin coln________________ Al a bama____________________

George Bush________________ Elec tric ity____________________

Robert E. Lee________________ Disease______________________

In tro duc tion 31



Les son 2—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter

Guide Words

Ob jec tive: Stu dents use guide words to lo cate ar ticles in the en cyclopedia.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context,
graphics).

Skills

• Using guide words in an en cyclopedia

Ma te ri als

• Word and def inition cards for en cyclopedia and call num ber from Les son 1

• Word and def inition cards for guide words and vol ume (en large and laminate); see word 
card pat terns

• En cy clo pe dias

• Copy a page from an encyclopedia and make it into an overhead trans parency (use a
page that has sev eral small ar ticles on one page)

• Guide page worksheet for each stu dent

Step 1. Us ing the word cards from Les son 1, re view the ba sic points of the lesson pre viously cov ered.

Step 2. Ex plain the concept of using guide words to help locate ar ticles or in formation faster. Use the
word and def inition cards at this time to help ce ment this con cept. Share the over head trans par-
ency of the page from the en cyclopedia and model find ing one of the articles on the page. Stress
the fact that all of the words in this vol ume start with the same letter and that stu dents will need to 
go to the sec ond or third letter in alphabetical or der to help in the lo cation pro cess.

Step 3. Allow time for prac tice with the en cyclopedias. Pair up students and have them look up
articles from the en cyclopedias that you have se lected and writ ten on the board.

Step 4. Guided prac tice: Go over the di rections for the worksheets and al low time for com pletion
of work.

Clo sure. Ex change pa pers and have stu dents cor rect them so they can see their mis takes.
Reinforce the cor rect an swers in any places that stu dents found dif ficult.
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En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 2

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Vol ume
One of the books

in a set of
en cy clo pe dias

Guide
Words

Words
at the top

or bot tom of a
page that help
you lo cate the
ar ti cle found
on that page

Guide Words 33



En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 2

Second Grade Guide Word Worksheet

Use the guide words at the top of the page to help you decide which words would be long

on these en cy clo pe dia pages.

Candy School   Horse   Chess Clouds

Cir cus Dogs   Cat tle   Corn Can ada

Monkey                      Car pet

Camp ing        Comet

List the words not found on these en cyclopedia pages.

______________________   ______________________   ______________________

______________________   ______________________   ______________________
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En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 2

Third Grade Guide Word Worksheet

Use the guide words at the top of the page to help you decide which words would be long

on these en cy clo pe dia pages.

Ma ple Syrup Mask Mat ter Mantis Man sion

Mam moth March Mar ble Maps Muffin

Mon key Mu sic Man a tee Manuscript

Man                   Mars

List the words not found on these en cyclopedia pages.

______________________   ______________________   ______________________

______________________   ______________________   ______________________

Guide Words 35



Les son 3—Class room

An i mal Facts

Ob jec tive: Students will ex tract facts about an an imal from a short en cyclopedia ar ticle.

Sci ence Na tional Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of activities in grades K–4, all students should de velop un derstanding of

• The char ac ter is tics of or gan isms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

Skills

• Note taking

• Using guide words

• Iden ti fy ing an ar ti cle in a gen eral en cy clo pe dia

Ma te ri als

• A copy of a page from an en cyclopedia about an an imal

• Over head pro jec tor

• Water based mark ers

• Dry erase board and mark ers

In struc tions

• Make a trans parency of the short ar ticle. Write ques tions on the board.

Ques tions

• What kind of food does this an imal eat?

• Where does this an imal live?

• What color is this an imal?

• What is the size of this an imal?

• What en emies does this an imal have?

36



Step 1. Explain to the stu dents that the class will read an ar ticle from an encyclopedia to find
facts about an an imal that will an swer the ques tions on the board.

Step 2. Show the trans parency. Find the guide words at the top of the page. Re view les son about
guide words. Find the name of the article and note that it is in bold type.

Step 3. Read ar ti cle to gether.

Step 4. Tell stu dents they are looking for facts that will an swer the ques tions. (See the in struc-
tions for the list of questions.)

Step 5. Circle facts on the trans parency.

Step 6. Write facts on the board un der the ques tions.

Teacher’s Notes:

An i mal Facts 37



Les son 4—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

In de pend ent Use of Encyclopedias

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will use the en cy clopedias to lo cate in formation about animals.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learning, en joyment, and per sua sion, and the ex change of in formation).

Sci ence Na tional Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of ac tiv ities in grades K–4, all students should de velop un derstanding of 

• The char ac ter is tics of or ganisms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

Skills

• En cy clo pe dia re search

• Fact find ing

Ma te ri als

• Print fact cards and picture cards on card stock. (Each group will need two sets, one for
each game that will be played as out lined in Les son 5.)

• En cy clo pe dia sets
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• Animals printed on small cards (lam inate)

• Animals for word cards:

Apes Bea vers Cam els Ducks El e phants

Foxes Goats Horses Kan ga roos Liz ards

Mon keys Owls Pen guins Rab bits Snakes

Tur tles Whales

Step 1. Me dia Specialist: Review by ask ing stu dents what they have learned about en cyclope-
dias. Use word cards and over heads from pre vious les sons if needed for a quick review of
how to look up an ar ticle.

Step 2. Class room Teacher: Ex plain the research plan to the stu dents and brainstorm what facts
they might want to find in a gen eral en cyclopedia. The teacher can guide students if students
have trou ble com ing up with sug gestions.

1. Have stu dents find the ar ticle about their an imal.

2. Ask students to re cord the facts on the Fact Cards.

3. Ask students to draw pic tures of their an imal.

4. Explain that each group will be do ing two sets of pic ture cards and one fact card about their an i-
mal to make games that the class will play af ter all of the research is over.

Step 3. Class room Teacher: Di vide up the students with three or four per group. Al low stu dents
to se lect their an imal from the name cards. The class room teacher can hold cards fac ing in
and fanned out for stu dents to se lect their an imal. Each group should also receive one fact
card and also two pic ture cards.

Step 4. Me dia Spe cialist and Class room Teacher: Ro tate and trouble shoot where needed.
Collect the fin ished cards in sets and keep for Les son 5.

Teacher’s Notes:
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En cy clo pe dia Unit
Les son 4

Fact/Pic ture Cards

An i mal Name

An i mal Facts

 1. _________________________________________________

 2. _________________________________________________

 3. _________________________________________________

 4. _________________________________________________

 5. _________________________________________________

 6. _________________________________________________

Pic ture Card Pic ture Card
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Les son 5—Class room

An i mal Games

Ob jec tive: Students will iden tify an animal when given facts. Students will play a mem ory
game with the cards they made in Les son 4.

Sci ence Na tional Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of activities in grades K–4, all students should de velop un derstanding of

• The char ac ter is tics of or gan isms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

Skills

• An i mal iden ti fi ca tion

Ma te ri als

• Cards from Les son 4

What’s My An imal?

Step 1. Each group of stu dents takes turns reading their an imal facts. The groups read the facts
about their an imals while the rest of the class tries to guess its name. Stu dents re peat this ac -
tivity sev eral times to learn the facts about the animal.

Step 2. Continue to share facts until all groups have shared their facts.

An i mal Mem ory Game

Step 1. Using cards from Les son 4 play a memory game.

Step 2. Lay cards face down on the floor. Students sit in a cir cle around the cards.

Step 3. Take turns turning over cards to find matches. Be cause of the small number of cards,
each per son re ceives one turn even if they find a match.

Op tional Ac tiv ity: Students may play game dur ing free time or as a re ward for fin ished
work.
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Re sources

New Book of Knowl edge. Danbury, Conn.: Grolier, 2002.

Rourke’s World of Sci ence En cy clo pe dia. Vero Beach, Fla.: Rourke, 1999.

World Book Stu dent Dis cov ery En cy clo pe dia. Chicago: World Book, 2000.
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Almanac
Unit





Les son 1—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

In tro duc tion

Ob jec tive: Students will de termine the types of in formation found in an al manac.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learning, en joyment, and persuasion, and the ex change of in formation).

Skills

• Al ma nac re search

• Fact finding

Ma te ri als

• Favorite topic worksheet for each group

• Set of stu dent al manacs (The World Al manac for Kids. Mahwah, N.J.: World Al manac

Books, 2003)

• Over head pro jec tor and trans par ency

• Definition and call num ber cards enlarged and lam inated

Step 1. Me dia Specialist: As the students enter the li brary/media cen ter, seat them around the
ref er ence sec tion where al ma nacs are lo cated.

Step 2. Me dia Spe cialist: Us ing the definition and call num ber cards, ex plain that the items in
this group of ref erence works are printed each year and con tain in formation about facts and
figures re lated to everyday life. Point out several of the ar ticles that will in terest the stu dents.
The movie sec tion is a fa vorite.
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Step 3. Class room Teacher: Give out the almanacs to groups of stu dents. The size of the groups
will de pend on the num ber of al manacs in the collection. Smaller groups of two or three are
best. Al low time for stu dents to page through and dis cover facts and top ics found in the
books. Ask stu dents to look for a fa vorite topic that is in the al manac. Each group will need
to com plete the sen tence page on favorite top ics. (See worksheet.) Read through the
worksheet to gether and break up stu dents into small groups so that they have space to work
and com plete the worksheet.

Step 4. Class room Teacher: Set up the over head pro jector and bring the stu dents back to to-
gether as a large group for shar ing time.

Step 5. Me dia Specialist: As stu dents share, write what they found on the puffy clouds of the
overhead. Summarize by completing the statement at the bottom of the sheet.

Step 6. Me dia Specialist: Collect group papers and ar range in a book let or post on the board.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Al ma nac Unit
Les son 1

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Cut, en large, and paste onto con struction pa per.

Al ma nac

A book of facts
and sta tis tics

that is printed
each year

Call
Num ber

REF
317.3
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Al ma nac Unit
Les son 1

Fa vor ite Fact Worksheet

48 Part Three: Al manac Unit

The World Almanac for Kids

has awesome facts about

_____________________.

We also found facts about

_____________________.

Students in our group:

_________________________________

_________________________



Al ma nac Unit
Les son 1

Over head
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Lesson 2—Classroom, Team Teach ing

Table of Contents and Index

Ob jec tive: Students will un derstand the terms “table of con tents” and “index.”

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3N EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learning, en joyment, and persuasion, and the ex change of in formation).

Skills

• Using a ta ble of con tents

• Using an in dex

Ma te ri als 

• Stu dent al ma nacs (The World Al manac for Kids. Mahwah, N.J.: World Al manac Books, 2003)

• Word and def inition cards for ta ble of con tents and index

Step 1. Me dia Spe cialist: Introduce the terms “ta ble of con tents” and “index.” Show word cards
and dis cuss def initions. Tell stu dents that a ta ble of con tents is a list of the chap ters and page
numbers found in a book. The in dex, an al phabetic list of sub jects, is found at the end of a
book.

Step 2. Class room Teacher: Pass out the al manacs to each stu dent or small groups of stu dents

depending on how many al manacs you have. Look at the ta ble of con tents. Dis cuss the first
section, “Faces and Places.” Look at the ar ticles un der “Faces and Places.” Draw stu dents’
attention to the ar ticle, “Birth days of Ce lebrities” and dis cuss. Find the page of a cho sen
subject and turn to the ar ticle. Al low students time to ex plore this page.

Step 3. Class room Teacher: Ask sev eral students to find and then tell the class the birthday of
an in ter est ing per son.

Step 4. Me dia Spe cialist: Look at the in dex to find “Birthdays of Ce lebrities.” Find the cor rect
page for this in the in dex. Ask stu dents to try find ing names of in dividual ce lebrities from
Step 3. Look ing at the index, the stu dents will realize that they can not look up in dividual
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names in the “Birth days of Ce lebrities.” Have students turn to the ta ble of con tents and look
again at “Birthdays of Ce lebrities.” Stu dents will no tice that they can not lookup in dividual
names from the “Birth days of Celebrities” list ing in the ta ble of contents. Tell the stu dents
that some times they will need to look in a different place for in formation.

Step 5. Class room Teacher: Divide the class into groups. Each group will explore an article in
one sec tion of the ta ble con tents. The group will look up the article us ing the ta ble of con -
tents and index. Stu dents will complete the worksheet.

Step 6. Share in for ma tion.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Al ma nac Unit
Les son 2

Worksheet

Al ma nac
Table of Con tents and In dex

Names of people in group

What is the name of the section in the ta ble of contents the
group is look ing up?

What is the name and page number of the ar ticle the group

is look ing up?

What is the name and page num ber of the ar ticle in the in -
dex the group is look ing up?

What in formation did the group find?
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Les son 3—Al ma nac Unit,

Li brary/Me dia Cen ter, Team Teach ing

Fact Finding

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will find facts in the al manac us ing the ta ble of con tents and the index.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learning, en joyment, and persuasion, and the ex change of in formation).

Skills

• Al ma nac re search

• Fact finding

Ma te ri als

• Worksheet of find ing facts

• Col lec tion of stu dent al ma nacs

• Over head trans par ency from Les son 1

• Definition and call num ber cards from Les son 1

Step 1. Me dia Specialist: Review the ba sic in formation cov ered in Les sons 1 and 2. Re view
both the def inition of an almanac and the steps to find ing in formation us ing the in dex and
the ta ble of con tents.

Step 2. Class room Teacher: Model find ing a fact in the al manac. Ex ample: How many one dol -
lar bills are in circulation?

Step 3. Class room Teacher: Third grade students—Pair up students de pending on the num ber
of al manacs available. Go over the directions for com pleting the worksheet and let students
work in dependently. Sec ond grade stu dents—The classroom teacher will make an over head
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transparency of the worksheet. The classroom teacher and stu dents then work together to
complete the worksheet.

Step 4. Me dia Specialist: Gather stu dents back to gether in the large group and re view by check -
ing the in formation that the stu dents found.

Clo sure. Stu dents should cir cle the most interesting fact on their worksheet.

Answers to the Worksheet

  Sec ond Grade Third Grade

1. b 1. b

2. a 2.  a

3. c 3.  c

4. c 4.  c

5.  b

6.  Sahara, Africa

Teacher’s Notes:
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Al ma nac Unit
Les son 3

Second Grade Worksheet

Use the al manac to check for the cor rect in formation. Cir cle
the let ter on your page that an swers the question.

1. What is the tall est building in the United States?

a.   Chrys ler Build ing

b.   Sears Tower

c.   John Han cock Cen ter

2. Who was the 30th pres ident of the United States?

a.   Cal vin Coo lidge

b.   Jimmy Carter

c.   John Ty ler

3. What is the larg est an imal in the world?

a.   el ephant

b.   croc odile

c.   blue whale

4. The first mod ern Olym pic game was held in what year?

a.   1928 

b.   1994 

c.   1896
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Al ma nac Unit
Les son 3

Third Grade Worksheet

Use the al manac to check for the cor rect in formation.

1. What is the tall est building in the United States?

a.   Chrys ler Build ing

b.   Sears Tower

c.   John Han cock Cen ter

2. Who was the 30th pres ident of the United States?

a.   Cal vin Coo lidge

b.   Jimmy Carter

c.   John Ty ler

3. What is the larg est an imal in the world?

a.   el ephant

b.   croc odile

c.   blue whale

4. The first mod ern Olym pic game was held in what year?

a.   1928 

b.   1994 

c.   1896

5. What is the larg est city (most people) in the world?

a.   Calcutta 

b.   Tokyo 

c.   New York

       Where is it lo cated?

56 Part Three: Al manac Unit



Les son 4—Class room

Writ ing Ques tions

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will find fa vorite facts in the al manac and write questions re lating to
those facts.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Ma te ri als

• Al ma nacs (The World Al manac for Kids. Mahwah, N.J.: World Al manac Books, 2003)

• Worksheet cop ied for each stu dent

• Pen cils

Step 1. Class room Teacher: Show ex amples of ques tions. (When is Britney Spears’s birth day?
Who was the first president of the United States?) Tell stu dents they are go ing to write ques -
tions for a game.

Step 2. Explain to students that they need to include the question, an swer, and page num ber
where an swer is found.

Step 3. Pass out al manacs and find an swers to the sam ple ques tions. Stress the pro cess of us ing
the ta ble of con tents and index.

Step 4. Pass out the worksheet and ex plain the activity.

Step 5. Stu dents com plete ac tiv ity.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Al ma nac Unit
Les son 4

Worksheet

Ques tion __________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

An swer ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Page Num ber ______________________________________

Ques tion __________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

An swer ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________

Page Num ber ______________________________________
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Les son 5—Class room

Al ma nac Drill

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will play the game Al manac Drill to learn how to use the ta ble of con-
tents and in dex to find in formation in the almanac.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learning, en joyment, and persuasion, and the ex change of in formation).

Ma te ri als 

• Al ma nacs

• Questions from Les son 4

• Markers and dry erase board

• Rewards (e.g., ex tra com puter time, pen cils, book marks)

Step 1. Divide class into two teams. Write teams’ names on the board for score keep ing.

Step 2. Pass out al manacs, one for each stu dent.

Step 3. Ex plain game: The class room teacher will read a ques tion. Af ter the ques tion is read, the
classroom teacher will say, “Go.” Stu dents will try to find the page num ber and an swer us -
ing the ta ble of con tents and index. When a stu dent finds the page num ber and an swer, he or
she stands and waits for the class room teacher to call on the first stu dent stand ing. The stu -
dent reads the an swer and page num ber. If an swer is cor rect, give one point for that team.

Step 4. Play game for 30 minutes or until all ques tions are answered.

Step 5. Re ward win ning team.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Re source Page

Books

The World Al manac for Kids. Mahwah, N.J.: World Al manac Books, 2003.

Web Sites

 http://www.worldalmanacforkids.com
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Part Four

At las
Unit





Les son 1—Class room

Sum mer Va ca tions

Ob jec tive: Teacher and stu dents will share their sum mer va cation trav els, while lo cating
destinations and coloring des tinations on a map of the United States.

Ge og ra phy Na tional Stan dards

NSS-G.K-12.1 THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

As a re sult of activities in grades K–12, all students should un derstand how to use maps and
other geo graphic rep re sen ta tions, tools, and tech nol o gies to ac quire, pro cess, and re port in for -
mation from a spatial perspective.

Skill

• Map skills

• Lo ca tion of states

Ma te ri als

• Maps of states where teacher has trav eled

• Pictures of teacher’s sum mer va cation

• Die cut of a car sim ilar to teacher’s

• Copies of U.S. map for each stu dent (for a map, visit http://www.eduplace.com/
ss/maps/pdf/uscap.pdf)

• Cray ons

• Transparency of U.S. map

• Over head pro jec tor

• Col ored wa ter-based mark ers

Prep a ra tion of Ma te ri als

• Visit Web site above to print U.S. map. Copy map one per stu dent.

• Make a trans parency of the U.S. map.

Step 1. The class room teacher uses state maps, pic tures, and die cut of car to tell about his or her
summer va cation. Dis play the map on a bul letin board or ea sel. Trace the route taken on the
map, mov ing the car along the roads and stop ping for important ac tivities. Show pic tures as
needed.
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Step 2. Pass out U.S. maps to students.

Step 3. Each stu dent is al lowed to share one place they trav eled to over the sum mer. As stu dents
share, the class col ors in the ap propriate states. The stu dents color only the states where the
class has trav eled.

Clo sure. After ev eryone has shared, the class com poses a sen tence to de scribe the com -
pleted map. Ex ample: Mrs. Jones’s class trav eled to these states this past sum mer. Write the sen -
tence on bot tom of map.

Op tional Ac tiv ity: Using the worksheet, have stu dents graph the states they have vis ited.

Teacher’s Notes:
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At las Unit
Les son 1

Graph ing Worksheet

Ohio Ken tucky In di ana Mich i gan Penn syl va nia
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Les son 2—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Dis cov er ing an At las

Ob jec tive: Students will learn the way an at las is used and where at lases are lo cated in the
library/media cen ter. Stu dents will also prac tice us ing the legend or key from a road map and lo -
cate spe cial places.

Ge og ra phy Na tional Stan dards

NSS-G.K-12.1 THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

As a re sult of activities in grades K–12, all students should un derstand how to use maps and
other geo graphic rep re sen ta tions, tools, and tech nol o gies to ac quire, pro cess, and re port in for -
mation from a spatial perspective.

Skills

• Map Skills

Ma te ri als

• Different types of at lases, both student and gen eral use

• Word cards for at las, leg end, and call num ber (see worksheet)

• Road at lases for sev eral small groups

• Worksheet about leg end or key sym bols

Step 1. Me dia Spe cial ist: Greet stu dents and seat them around you in the ref erence sec tion
where the at las col lection is lo cated. Talk to the stu dents about the ref erence sec tion. Use the 
word card with the call number of the atlas col lection to re inforce that this call num ber is
different from the call num ber of the other nonfiction sec tion (e.g., REF stands for “ref er-
ence”). Show sev eral kinds of at lases de pending on your col lection.

Step 2. Class room Teacher: Use the word cards to ex plain the definition of an atlas. Share some
basic fea tures as you page through an at las from the li brary/media col lection. Stress the ta ble
of con tents, in troductory pages, individual coun try and state pages, in dex, and glos sary.

Step 3. Class room Teacher: Introduce the def inition of “key” or “leg end” us ing the word cards
that have been pre pared ahead of time. Use a road map and share with stu dents how the pic -
tures or symbols make it eas ier to read.
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Step 4. Me dia Spe cial ist: Di vide the class into small groups. Ex plain the group work. Write the
steps on the board so that students can refer to them dur ing the group time.

1. Find the key on a map in the road atlas.

2. Pick out three sym bols and lo cate those items on the map.

3. Match up the symbols on the worksheet to the correct term name. Stu dents can use the map as
resource if needed.

4. Follow the di rections for col oring of the sym bols as stated on the worksheet.

The me dia specialist and class room teacher rotate around the room to help where needed.

Clo sure. Class room Teacher: Re view the word cards by hid ing the def initions of atlas,
legend, and call number. Ask stu dents to give the cor rect word.

Teacher’s Notes:
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At las Unit
Les son 2

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Cut, en large, and paste onto con struction pa per.

At las
Book

of
Maps

Leg end
or

Key

Pic tures
in a box that

ex plain
places on a

map

68 Part Four: At las Unit



At las Unit
Les son 2

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Call
Num ber

REF
912
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At las Unit
Les son 2

Second Grade Legend Worksheet

Match up the symbols with the cor rect name on the right-hand
side of the page. Follow the directions for col oring the symbols.

Color the rect angle yel low.

State Cap i tal

Color the star black.

City

Color the tri angle green.

Camp ground

Color the tent red.

Rest Area

A small black air plane is the sym bol for a pas senger ser vice air port. Draw one on the back of 
this pa per.
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At las Unit
Les son 2

Third Grade Leg end Worksheet

Match up the symbols with the cor rect name on the right-hand
side of the page. Follow the directions for col oring the symbols.

State Cap i tal

Railroad

Color the tri angle green.

Camp ground

Color the tent red.

Cus toms Station

Rest Area

A small black air plane is the sym bol for a pas senger ser vice air port. Draw one on the back of 
this pa per. Where would you go if you were fly ing on an air plane? Use a complete sen tence to
describe where you would fly.
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Les son 3—Class room

State Puz zles

Ob jec tive: Students will put to gether state puz zles and use the leg end or key sym bols to
find items on the maps.

Ge og ra phy Na tional Stan dards

NSS-G.K-12.1 THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

As a re sult of activities in grades K–12, all students should un derstand how to use maps and
other geo graphic rep re sen ta tions, tools, and tech nol o gies to ac quire, pro cess, and re port in for -
mation from a spatial perspective.

Skills

• Map skills

• Legend or key

Ma te ri als

• State maps from an old road at las

• Con struc tion pa per

• Rub ber ce ment

• Worksheet copied for each group

• Large en velopes to store puz zles

• Key or leg end from the road at las en larged for easy view ing

Prep a ra tion of Ma te ri als

• Cut out state maps. Glue maps onto construction paper and write the name of the state on
construction pa per. Lam inate maps. Cut the maps up into puz zles and give each state a num -
ber. Write that num ber on the backs of the pieces of the puz zle. Place puz zle pieces in an en -
ve lope.

Step 1. Review the con cept of key or leg end from the pre vious les son. Show the en larged key or
legend. Tell stu dents they will be look ing for the items from the legend or key on the puz zle
maps.

Step 2. Divide the class into groups of two or three stu dents. Give each group a puz zle map and a
worksheet.

Step 3. Explain the ac tivity. Stu dents will as semble the maps and then use the maps to an swer the 
questions on the worksheet.

Step 4. Students will share in formation about their state puzzle maps.
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At las Unit
Les son 3

State Puzzle Worksheet

1. What is the name of your state?

            _____________________________________________________________________

2. What is the name of the state cap ital?

            _____________________________________________________________________

3. What is the name of a historical site?

            _____________________________________________________________________

4. What is the name of an air port?

            _____________________________________________________________________

5. What is the name of a park?

            _____________________________________________________________________

6. What is the name of a town that is not the state cap ital?

            _____________________________________________________________________

7. What is the name of a hos pital?

            _____________________________________________________________________

8. What is the name of a camp ground?

            _____________________________________________________________________

9. What is the name of a main interstate road?

            _____________________________________________________________________

10. What is the name of a lake?

            _____________________________________________________________________

11. What is the name of a river?

            _____________________________________________________________________
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Les son 4—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Lon gi tude, Lat i tude, and Key Locators

Ob jec tive: Students will be able to plot points on a road map us ing lon gitudinal and latitudi-
nal mea sure ments.

Ge og ra phy Na tional Stan dards

NSS-G.K-12.1 THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

Understand how to use maps and other geo graphic representations, tools, and tech nologies
to ac quire, process, and re port in formation from a spatial perspective.

Skills

• Map Skills

Ma te ri als

• Word cards for lon gitude and latitude. (See worksheet.)

• Word cards for terms cov ered in Les son 2

• Road at lases for sev eral small groups used in Les son 2

• Worksheet on map in dex

• Yarn (two pieces for each group, about 18 inches long)

• Enlarged section of the in dex found on a state map in a road at las and re produced as an
overhead. The sec tion to be en larged should be af ter the towns and cit ies listings (places
of in ter est).

•  Blank over head

• A state map

Step 1. Me dia Specialist: Review from Les son 2 the words and definitions for at las, leg end, and
call num ber.

Step 2. Class room Teacher: In troduce word cards for lon gitude and latitude and ex plain how
we lo cate places on a map in an at las us ing the co ordinates listed in the in dex. Model lo cat-
ing your home town in state us ing the yarn. One piece of yarn is for the longitude and the
other piece for the latitude. First, find it listed in the in dex and then use the lon gitude and lat-
itude to lo cate it on the state map. Ask a stu dent to help locate the hometown. The stu dent
can be the lon gitude, and the class room teacher can be the lat itude. Where the yarn crosses is 
the lo cation of the home town. Lon gitude and latitude are not used on a road atlas; in stead
key lo cator terms are listed in the in dex (e.g., “F6”).
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Step 3. Me dia Specialist: Use the over head of the in dex, show where the places of in terest are
listed. Ex am ple: Mil i tary Fa cil i ties—name—co or di nates. Write this out on a blank over-
head for students to refer to when they do the worksheet.

Step 4. Class room Teacher: Divide the class into small groups and go over the group work and
worksheet on map indexing.

1. Each group will practice find ing a city or town listed in the in dex us ing the maps and yarn that
has been provided. The state capital would be a place to start. The state capital can be listed on
the board or copied and handed out with the road maps. These will de pend on the state maps you 
are us ing.

2. Complete the worksheet. Review the places of in terest that was covered in step 3. Classroom
teacher and media specialist will ro tate around the room helping where needed.

Clo sure. Stu dents that fin ish early can look for their home town in a world at las. Lay these
out ahead of time for this pur pose.

Teacher’s Notes:
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At las Unit
Les son 4

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Cut, en large, and paste onto con struction pa per.

Lon gi tude

The distance
run ning north
and south on

the map

Lat i tude

The distance
run ning east
and west on

the map
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At las Unit
Les son 4

Second Grade Map In dex Worksheet

Find the in dex section on your road map and fill in the blank spaces with the
cor rect name and map key lo cators. Use a section of yarn to help in the plot -
ting of those key lo cators.

Names of stu dents in your group_______________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

1. The name of the state our group is work ing with is ____________________________.

2. What are the map key locators for the state cap ital? ___________________________.

3. What are the map key locators and name for a lake?

      Name__________________________ Map coordinates_________________

4. What are the map key lo cators and name for a national/state park and for est?

  Name_________________________ Map coordinates_________________

5. What are the map key locators and name of a principal place of in terest?

  Name_________________________ Map coordinates_________________
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 At las Unit
Les son 4

Third Grade Map Index Worksheet

Find the in dex section on your road map and fill in the blank spaces with the
cor rect name and map key lo cators. Use a section of yarn to help in the plot -
ting of those key lo cators.

Names of stu dents in your group_______________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

1. The name of the state our group is work ing with is ____________________________.

2. What are the map key locators for the state cap ital? ____________________________.

3. What are the map key locators and name for a lake?

      Name__________________________ Map coordinates________________

4. What are the map key lo cators and name for a national/state park and for est?

  Name_________________________ Map coordinates_________________

5. What are the map key locators and name of a principal place of in terest?

  Name_________________________ Map coordinates_________________

6. What are the map key lo cators and name for an airport?

  Name_________________________ Map coordinates_________________

7. What are the map key locators and name of mil itary facilities?

  Name_________________________ Map coordinates_________________
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Lesson 5—Classroom, Team Teach ing

Making an Atlas

Ob jec tive: Students will make a school at las.

Ge og ra phy Na tional Stan dards

NSS-G.K-12.1 THE WORLD IN SPATIAL TERMS

As a re sult of activities in grades K–12, all students should un derstand how to use maps and
other geo graphic rep re sen ta tions, tools, and tech nol o gies to ac quire, pro cess, and re port in for -
mation from a spatial perspective.

Skills

• Map Skills

Ma te ri als

• Word cards from pre vious les sons

• Dry eraser board and mark ers

• Pat terns pre pared

• Two cop ies of the worksheet for each group

Pre par ing the ma te ri als: Trace, cutout, and lam inate pat terns to represent the items in
the class room.

Step 1. Using word cards, the class room teacher re views maps, keys, and leg ends. Me dia spe -
cialist re views the at las by show ing ex amples of the ti tle page, ded ication page, in dex, and
glossary. Place pattern pieces on the board arranging them in their proper places. Make a
key or leg end with mark ers in the cor ner of the map.

Step 2. Divide the class into six groups. As sign a dif ferent room in the school to each group.

Step 3. Explain to students that they will be making a map, key, or leg end of a room (library/media
center, mu sic room, cafeteria, gym, art room, or prin cipal’s of fice) in the school using the
worksheet. Each group will also be completing an ad ditional page in the at las (cover, ded i-
cation page, table of con tents, glossary, or in dex).

Step 4. Classroom teacher ac companies three groups to rooms and the me dia spe cialist goes with 
the other three groups.

Step 5. Students will ob serve the layout of the rooms and make notes on one worksheet. This
worksheet will be their sloppy copy.

Step 6. Students will re turn to the class room to complete their map on the second worksheet.

Step 7. Students will com plete the additional page for the at las.

Step 8. Bind atlas into a book and place in the li brary/media cen ter for cir culation.
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At las Unit
Les son 5

Pat tern
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Re sources

Books

Chil dren’s At las. New York: Facts on File, 2000.

Ge og ra phy for Life. Collingdale, Penn.: Di ane Pub lishing, 1994.

Lye, Keith. The New Chil dren’s Il lustrated Atlas of the World. Phil a del phia: Cour age
Books, 1999.

The New Mil lennium At las of the United States, Can ada and the World. Mil wau kee,
Wisc.: Gareth Stevens, 2000.

Rubel, Da vid. Scholastic At las of the United States. New York: Scho lastic, 2000.

Steele, Philip. Scholastic At las of the World. New York: Scho lastic, 2001.

Web Sites

http://www.eduplace.com/ss/maps/pdf/uscap.pdf
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Part Five

On line Cat a log
Unit

Note: Our Online Cat alog Unit is an es sential part of to day’s li brary/media cen ter cur ricu-
lum. The first three lessons in this unit need to be taught by the me dia spe cialist, but the last three
can uti lize the classroom teacher and fit into any cur ricular unit. We have found that the
team-teaching ap proach reinforces and strength ens both the li brary/media cen ter skills and the
class room cur ric u lum.





Les son 1—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter

Sub ject Head ings

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will use the on line catalog sys tem to locate a book us ing the sub ject
heading on the computer.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COM MU N ICA TION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Typ ing

• Search ing the on line cat a log

Ma te ri als

• Word card and definition for subject (see word card page; en large and laminate)

• Overhead of sub ject web

• Copies of sub ject worksheet

Step 1. Introduce the unit by ex plaining that students don’t have to remember whether the li brary/
media cen ter has a spe cific book, mag azine, or ref erence ma terial. The com puter stores all
the ti tles and au thors, and we can eas ily check to see if a book is in our li brary/media center.

Step 2. Use the def inition card for sub ject (e.g., cats, dogs, hamsters) and go over its mean ing and 
how it relates to us ing the online cat alog sys tem. Stress that all of the books and ma terials in
the li brary/media center are listed under dif ferent sub ject head ings, and this makes it eas ier
for us to lo cate what we need.

85



Step 3. Use the over head sub ject web to brainstorm different types of pets. Ex plain to the stu -
dents how we need to tell the com puter ex actly what we want to look up. The com puter does
all of the work and gives us a list of re sources.

Step 4—Com puter time. Work with groups of stu dents de pending on the num ber of com puters
in your sta tion setup. The remaining stu dents can do the sub ject word search worksheet. Al -
ternate the groups un til all of the students have had an op portunity to work through the fol -
low ing steps:

1. Type in a sub ject. (It’s best if the whole group uses the same subject on the first practice time. A
later lesson gives the stu dents the freedom to choose a sub ject on their own.)

2. Click on the subject icon.

3. Highlight the sub ject and number of books available.

4. Click on “Select.”

5. Check the following: ti tle, au thor, call number, and status (in/checked out).

6. Close out each screen.

Teacher’s Notes:

86 Part Five: On line Cat alog Unit



On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 1

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Sub ject

A main topic
you want to

read about or
re search
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 1

Sub ject Worksheet

P F I S H N B O C A

L D R I B C T E V I

I B O A T A K C O R

R S D V A T H V T P

F O O T B A L L K L

N C G Y J A I F S A

C C V B I J T E S N

U E S N A K E N W E

T R A I N E B T O Z

H A M S T E R Y C T

AIRPLANE TRAIN COW ROCK

SOCCER HAMSTER FOOTBALL BIRD

BAT BOAT FISH SNAKE

CAT

I would like to read books about____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________.
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 1

Sub ject Over head
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Les son 2—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter

Ti tle Head ings

Ob jec tive: Stu dents use the on line catalog sys tem to locate a book us ing the title head ing on 
the computer.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Typ ing

• Search ing the on line cat a log

Ma te ri als

• Word card and def inition for ti tle (see word card page; en large and lam inate)

• Copies of ti tle worksheet

Step 1. Review Les son 1 by ask ing key ques tions. Ex amples:

How did we look up a book last week?

What did we type into the com puter first?

Give an ex ample of a sub ject.

Step 2. Using the ti tle def inition card, go over the mean ing of the ti tle and how it re lates to us ing
the on line cat alog sys tem. Stress that all of the books and ma terials in the li brary/media cen -
ter are listed by ti tles. Example: Clifford: The Big Red Dog
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Step 3—Com puter time. Work with small groups of stu dents de pending on the num ber of com -
puters in your station setup. The remaining stu dents can do the ti tle worksheet. Al ternate the
groups un til the me dia spe cialist has guided all of the stu dents through the fol lowing steps:

1. Type in a book ti tle (it’s best if the whole group uses the same ti tle on the first prac tice time). A
later lesson gives the stu dents the freedom to choose subjects on their own.
Ex am ples:

Clifford at the Cir cus

 Rain bow Fish

2. Click on the ti tle icon (ti tle will ap pear high lighted).

3. Check the following: ti tle, au thor, call number, and status (in/checked out).

4. Close out each screen.

5. Practice with a second ti tle if time per mits (Green Eggs and Ham).

Teacher’s Notes:
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 2

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Ti tle

Name
of the
book
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 2

Ti tle Worksheet

Underline the titles of the books on this page and cir cle the names of the au thors.

Da vid Shan non Pilots Fly Planes

Green Eggs and Ham Dr. Seuss

Rain bow Fish Cynthia Rylant

The Three Lit tle Pigs Hur ri canes

Jan Brett Lives of In sects

No, Da vid! Mary Pope Osborne

Snowed in at Poke weed Pub lic School

Firefighters Fight Fires

Put a star by the ti tle of the books you would like to read.
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Les son 3—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter

Au thor Head ings

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will use the on line catalog sys tem to locate a book us ing the au thor
heading on the computer.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Typ ing

• Search ing the on line cat a log

Ma te ri als

• Word card and definition for author (see word card page; enlarge and laminate)

• Copies of au thor worksheet

Step 1. Review the pro cess of look ing up books on the computer cov ered in the pre vious les sons.
Examples of ques tions to ask stu dents:

How did we look up a book last week?

What did we type into the com puter first?

Step 2. Us ing the def inition card for au thor, go over how the meaning re lates to us ing the on line
catalog sys tem. Stress that all of the books and ma terials in the li brary/media cen ter are
listed by the au thors last name. Each au thor is listed by last name, first name, and then mid -
dle. Ex ample: Mary Pope Osborne—Osborne, Mary Pope
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Step 3—Com puter time. Work with small groups of stu dents de pending on the num ber of com -
puters in your station setup. The remaining stu dents can do the au thor worksheet. Go over 
the di rections for the worksheet before breaking into computer groups. Al ternate the groups
until the me dia spe cialist has guided all of the stu dents through the fol lowing steps:

1. Type in the au thor’s name: last name—comma—space—first name—space—middle name or
initial. Ex ample: Mary Pope Osborne (it’s best if the whole group uses the same title on the first
practice time). A later lesson gives the stu dents the freedom to choose a sub ject on their own.

2. Click on the author icon (the author’s name and the num ber of books will be highlighted).

3. Click “Select,” and all the ti tles of books by this au thor will ap pear on the screen. Point out that
these are the books in your system. This author may have written more, but if the li brary system
doesn’t have the books, they would not be listed on screen.

4. Page down through the ti tles and pick one that you wish to read. Check the status of the book.
Ask students to iden tify the call num ber you would need to lo cate this book on the shelf. Close
out each screen.

5. Practice with a sec ond au thor if time per mits. Example: Dr. Seuss

Teacher’s Notes:
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 3

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Au thor

Per son
who writes
the book
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 3

Au thor Worksheet

Rewrite the authors’ names as you would need to type them into the on line catalog pro gram.

(last name comma space first name space mid dle name)

Eric Carle                               Carle, Eric

Marc Brown______________________________________________

Da vid Adler_______________________________________________

Deb bie Dadey_____________________________________________

Barbara Park______________________________________________

Jan Brett_________________________________________________

Dr. Seuss_________________________________________________

Mary Pope Osborne_________________________________________

Pretend you are an author. How would you type your name into the on line com puter catalog?
Write your an swer on the back of this pa per.
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Les son 4—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Scav en ger Hunt

Ob jec tive: Students will find an swers to the questions us ing the on line catalog. Stu dents
will find books on the shelves us ing ti tles and call numbers.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Typ ing

• Search ing the on line cat a log

Ma te ri als

• Worksheet cop ied for each stu dent

• Pen cils

• Title and call number cards (Option B)
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Option A: Li brary/media cen ter with twelve or more com puters

Step 1. Stu dents will gather at computers, with two or three stu dents at each com puter.

Step 2. Ex plain ac tivity. Stu dents will find an swers to ques tions on the worksheet us ing the on -
line catalog. Re mind stu dents that they have three choices for search ing: au thor, ti tle, and
sub ject.

Step 3. Stu dents com plete worksheet.

Step 4. Share information with group.

Op tion B: Library/media cen ter with fewer than twelve com puters

Step 1. Divide class into two groups.

Step 2. One group will com plete worksheet in Op tion A.

Step 3. The group not on com puters will find books on the shelves us ing ti tles and call num bers.
Students will re view the lo cation of books and call num bers in the li brary/media cen ter. Tell
students they will be look ing for books on the shelves us ing the titles and call num bers.

Step 4. Media spe cialist will help stu dents on the com puters, and the class room teacher will help
students look for books on the shelves.

Teacher’s Notes:
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 4

Scav en ger Hunt

Scav en ger Hunt

1. Find a book about dogs.______________________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

2. Find a book written by Dr. Seuss._______________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

3. How many “cat” books do we have?_____________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

4. How many “di no saur” books do we have?________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

5. Find a “weather” book._______________________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

6. How many “horse” books do we have?___________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

7. Find a book with “school” in the title.____________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

8. Do we have any books with “teacher” in the ti tle?

No _________Yes __________

If yes, how many?___________

9. Find a book with “candy” in the title.____________________________

            ________________________________________________________________________

10. Find a “spring” book you would like to read._____________________

            ________________________________________________________________________
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 4

Title and Call Num ber Cards

Clif ford, the
Big Red Dog

E

BRI

No, Da vid!

E

SHA

George Wash-
ing ton

B

WAS

George W.
Bush

B

BUS

Way side
School Is Fall-

ing Down

F

SAC

Socks
F

CLE

A Pic ture
Book of 
Abra ham

Lin coln

B

LIN

Freckle Juice
F

BLU

Meet
Samantha

F

ADL

Here We All
Are

B

DEP

The Candy
Corn Con test

F

GIF

Olivia
E

FAL

Green Eggs &
Ham

E

SEU

Mon ster
Trucks

629.223

KOO

Spi ders

595.4

MUR

Eat ing Frac-
tions

513.2

MCM

How to Be a
Friend

158.2

BRO

Five Ugly
Mon sters

E

ARN

Jeff Gordon

B

GOR

Flags

929.9

ROW
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Les son 5—Class room and Li brary/Me dia

Center, Team Teach ing

Search ing and Lo cat ing Books

Ob jec tive: Students will type subjects, ti tles, and au thors in computer, re cord ti tles and call
numbers, and lo cate books on the shelf.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Typ ing

• Search ing an on line cat a log

• Learning the ar rangement of the li brary/media cen ter

Ma te ri als

• Worksheet cop ied for each stu dent

• Pen cils

• Blank over head trans parency and marker

• Over head pro jec tor

Step 1. Classroom teacher and stu dents will make a list of sub jects, ti tles, and au thors to use with
the worksheet in the li brary/media cen ter. Write list on a clear overhead transparency. List
should re flect class room curriculum.
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Step 2. Classroom teacher takes the class and over head trans parency to the li brary/media cen ter.

Step 3. Students will sit at the computers, with two or three stu dents at each com puter, or ad -
justed ac cording to the number of work stations available. Pro ject overhead trans parency so
all stu dents can see the list.

Step 4. Media spe cialist ex plains the ac tivity. Students take turns looking up items from the list,
finding a book for each item, and re cording the title and call num ber on their worksheets.
Remind stu dents that they need to make sure the book is on the shelf be fore writing it down.

Step 5. Media spe cialist and class room teacher will ro tate around the room to help as needed.

Teacher’s Notes:
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 5

Book Search Worksheet

Ti tle:____________________________
Call Num ber:_____________________

Ti tle:____________________________
Call Num ber:_____________________

Ti tle:____________________________
Call Num ber:_____________________

Ti tle:____________________________
Call Num ber:_____________________

Ti tle:____________________________
Call Num ber:_____________________

Ti tle:____________________________
Call Num ber:_____________________
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Les son 6—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Re lay Game

Ob jec tive: Students will type au thors, sub jects, and titles into the on line catalog. Stu dents
will write down ti tles and call num bers and find books on the shelves.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Typ ing

• Searching on the on line catalog

• Locating books on the shelves in the library/media cen ter

Ma te ri als

• Dry erase board and marker

• Copy re lay items, cut apart, and lam inate

• Treat for winning team

Step 1. Divide class into two teams. Give the teams a few min utes to de cide on a team name.
Write teams’ names on dry erase board.

Step 2. Evenly as sign com puters to each team.

Step 3. Explain re lay game. Stu dents will take turns typing on com puters, re cording ti tles and
call num bers, and lo cating books on the shelves.

Step 4. Teams re ceive one point for ev ery found book.

Step 5. Re ward win ning team.
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On line Cat a log Unit
Les son 6

Re lay Items

Find a book written by Laura Ingalls Wilder

Find a book written by R. L. Stine

Find a book written by Michael Bond

Find a book written by Barbara Park

Find a book about Christmas

Find a book about cats

Find a book about dogs

Find a book about horses

Find a book about Hal loween

Find a book about foot ball

Find a book about cars

Find a book about trucks

Find a book about fish
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Find a book written by Dr. Seuss

Find a book about Harriett Tubman

Find a book about George Washington

Find a book about Abra ham Lin coln

Find a book about Martin Luther King, Jr.

Find a book about Laura Ingalls Wilder

Find a book about John F. Ken nedy

Find a book about Benjamin Franklin

Find a book written by Cynthia Rylant

Find a book written by Aud rey Wood

Find a book written by Nor man Bridwell

Find a book written by Marc Brown

Find a book written by Eric Carle

Find a book written by Deb bie Dadey

Re lay Game 107



Re sources

Vid eos

Using the Dewey Decimal Sys tem. Wynnewood, Penn.: Schlessinger Me dia, 2003.

Using the Li brary. Wynnewood, Penn.: Schlessinger Me dia, 2003.
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Part Six

Internet Unit





Les son 1—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Com puter Equip ment

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will demonstrate their knowl edge of com puter equip ment by la beling
the im portant parts of the computer on the worksheet.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Keyboarding

• Vo cab u lary com puter terms

Ma te ri als

• Word cards for com puter def initions (see word card page)

• Copies of worksheet and cray ons

• Large, adult-size boot, stuffed mouse, plas tic bug, pic ture of piano, CD case, house
made of Lego blocks

Step 1. Cut out and lam inate the word cards. At tach them to the items they match. All of the
props should fit in side the boot.
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Step 2. As stu dents enter the li brary/media cen ter, seat them around the com puter sta tion so a
computer is visible and you have ac cess to the screen and key board. In troduce the lesson us -
ing the boot full of props that you have prepared ahead of time. Ex plain that in the world of
computers, some words take on dif ferent mean ings. Re move each item from the boot, then
read and dis cuss the definition and how it relates to the com puter. Also point out the impor-
tant features of the com puter so that stu dents get accustomed to the vo cabulary and where
the parts of the com puter are located.

Step 3. Prac tice by calling on stu dents to come and point out the mouse, key board, on and off
button, screen, and so on.

Step 4. Pass out the worksheet and read the di rections as a group.

Clo sure. The classroom teacher will ro tate around to help as needed. During this time, the
media spe cialist will help any stu dents who may need more hands-on prac tice at the com puter
station.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Internet Unit
Les son 1

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Boot

Start ing
up
the

com puter

Mouse

Moves the
cursor up and
down and side

to side

CD

Stor age
device to store
pro grams and

other data
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Internet Unit
Les son 1

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Bug
When a

com puter gets
sick

House Web Ad dress

Key board
Keys that tell
the com puter

what to do
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Internet Unit
Les son 1

Com puter Equip ment Worksheet

Color the com puter by following the directions be low.

1. Color the computer screen blue.

2. Color the key board yellow.

3. Color the mouse red.

4. Color the on and off but ton black.

5. Color the CD drive or ange.

Match up the definition with the cor rect word.

Boot  Keys that talk to the computer

Mouse Starting up the computer

Key board  Moves the cursor
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Les son 2—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Web Page and Dictionaries

As stu dents enter the li brary/media cen ter, di vide them into two groups. Part of the stu dents
will work with the me dia spe cialist on the computers, and the other half will work with the class -
room teacher mak ing stu dent com puter dic tio nar ies.

Les son 2A—Me dia Spe cial ist
Ob jec tive: Stu dents will demonstrate their knowl edge of a Web page by point ing out the

following: menu bar, back but ton, tool bar, ad dress box, and scroll bar. By the end of the class,
students will know how each of these func tions on a Internet Web site.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Keyboarding

Ma te ri als

• Word cards for com puter def initions (see word card page)

• Copies of worksheet

• Have com puters booted up and on a web site that is kid friendly (e.g., www.janbrett.
com); an other lesson will deal with typ ing in a Web ad dress.

Step 1. Us ing the word cards, show stu dents the back ar row, menu bar, ad dress box, scroll bar,
and tool bar. Stress the function of each item.

Step 2. Give out worksheets and ex plain how the students need to find the items on the computer
and la bel the corresponding worksheet. Ro tate among the stu dents, help ing as needed.
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Internet Unit
Les son 2A

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Menu Bar

Other things
to do

on the
com puter

Tool Bar
Short cuts to
actions on the

com puter

Scroll Bar

Helps
you view
the whole

page
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Internet Unit
Les son 2A

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Back Ar row
Re turns

you to the
pre vi ous page

Ad dress Box
Where you

want to visit

Cur sor
Marks the
place of the

mouse
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Internet Unit
Les son 2A

Worksheet

Find the items be low on your computer. Label the pic ture on this worksheet.

Menu bar       Back ar row       Ad dress box

Tool bar       Scroll bar
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Internet Unit

Les son 2B—Class room Teacher

Ob jec tive: Students will make a computer dictionary.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Com puter Vo cab u lary

Ma te ri als

• Copies of dictionary cover for each stu dent

• Blank pa per for dictionary pages

Step 1. With the help of the students, make a list of new words that were introduced in Les son 1).
Use the word cards, to re view those terms. Put the words in al phabetical or der on the board
and go through the following steps for com pleting the dic tionary pages:

1. Write a new word at the top of each page (start with the vo cabulary words from Lesson 1). Les-
son 2 words can be added dur ing classroom time.

2. Give a brief def inition as it ap plies to computer language.

3. Use the word in a sentence.

4. Il lus trate.

See the cover page for the dictionary book let in cluded in this les son. As new words are in tro-
duced, pages can be added for the new terms (great class room cen ter time ac tivity).
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Internet Unit
Les son 2A

Stu dent Dic tio nary Cover Sheet

My Com puter Dic tio nary

NAME_____________________________________________________
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Les son 3—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Changing Web Sites

Divide the class into two groups. The me dia spe cialist works with one group of stu dents on
the com puters, and the classroom teacher works with the other group of stu dents.

Les son 3A—Me dia Spe cial ist

Ob jec tive: Students ex plore a Web site and an swer ques tions about it.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Keyboarding

• Changing Web sites

• Exploring a Web site

Ma te ri als

• Com put ers

• Dry erase board and marker

• Worksheet cop ied for each stu dent
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Step 1. Re view Les son 2 by ask ing these questions:

Where is the ad dress box, and what is it used for?

Which but ton is used to re turn to the be ginning page?

What do you click on to move through a Web page?

Step 2. Introduce the “min imize,” “re store,” and “close screen” but tons. Use the word and def i-
ni tion cards.

Step 3. Tell stu dents they are go ing to visit a Web site. Write the Web site ad dress for au thor
Kevin Henkes on the dry eraser board (www.kevinhenkes.com).

Step 4. Ask stu dents to dou ble click on the cur rent ad dress, which high lights the ad dress. Stu -
dents be gin typ ing in the Web site ad dress for Kevin Henkes. They will no tice the ini tial ad -
dress dis appears as they start to type the new ad dress.

Step 5. After the complete ad dress has been typed, stu dents will click on the “Go” but ton at the
end of the ad dress box.

Step 6. Kevin Henkes’s Web site should now be dis played on the monitor. Look at the Web site
and talk about the dif ferent ar eas and what you might find in each area.

Step 7. Explain the “Back” but ton us ing the word and definition card. Show stu dents how to use
the but ton by ask ing them to click on the mouse books on this Web site. Use the Back but ton
to re turn to the open ing page of the Web site. Al low stu dents to ex plore Web site for a few
minutes. Af ter a few min utes, have students use the Back but ton to re turn to the open ing
page of Kevin Henkes’s Web site.

Step 8. Tell stu dents that they may want to visit Kevin Henkes’s Web site an other day. Use the
definition and word card for book mark. Ex plain how to use a book mark. Stu dents book mark
Kevin Henkes’s Web site.

Step 9. Explain the worksheet. Stu dents will use the Web site to an swer the ques tions on the
worksheet. Stu dents will use the knowl edge they have learned in the past three les sons to
complete the worksheet.

Step 10. Students share an swers.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Internet Unit
Les son 3A

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Re store
Screen

Min i mize
Screen

X
Close

Screen
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Internet Unit
Les son 3A

Word and Def i ni tion Cards

Back Re turn to

the pre vi ous

page

Book mark
Marks Web

sites

to use later
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Internet Unit
Les son 3A

Worksheet

Kevin Henkes
www.kevinhenkes.com

Write the ti tle of Kevin Henkes’s first book.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Does Kevin Henkes have chil dren? Yes_______  No_______

If yes, how many? _______

Write Owen’s fa vor ite thing.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Write the ti tle of Kevin Henkes’s new est book.
____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Write the title of one of Kevin Henkes’s pic ture books.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Write the title of one of Kevin Henkes’s mouse books.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Write the name of your favorite ac tivity in Fun & Games.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Les son 3B—Class room Teacher

Ob jec tive: Students will listen to and discuss a book about the Internet.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Lis ten ing

• Com pre hen sion

Ma te ri als

• A read-aloud book on computers or the Internet. Ex amples: Ar thur’s Com puter Di sas-
ter, In Touch Internet and E-mail, or any other ti tles.

Step 1. Introduce the title of book and author. Ex plain to students that they will need to lis ten for
words from Les sons 1 and 2.

Step 2. Read book.

Step 3. Talk about the book and write words on the board from Les son 1. Re view words and def i-
nitions that ap pear in the book.

Op tional Ac tiv ity. Students may com plete the worksheet if time al lows. Groups will trade
places or re turn an other day to com plete tasks.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Internet Unit
Les son 3B

Op tional Worksheet

M O U S E R C D L C I E

G C L I C K M R A O N R

T E N T E R E A D M T T

R O S R U C N O D P E Y

L L O R C S U B R U R O

W E B L S A B Y E T N H

L K J H B A A E S E E L

B O O K M A R K S R T K

P O I U S C R E E N T N

Word Bank

MOUSE CLICK KEYBOARD SCREEN

CURSOR TOOLBAR ENTER ADDRESS

BOOKMARK MENUBAR CD WEB

INTERNET COMPUTER SCROLL

Fill in the blanks for the fol lowing statements.

1. The back but ton is found on the ____________________________.

2. Use a _________________ to mark your Web site.

3. The mouse moves the _________________up and down and side to side.

4. When you want to visit a Web site, you need to type in an
  _______________________________.
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Les son 4—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Search En gines

Divide stu dents into two groups. One group will work on the com puters with the me dia spe -
cialist, and the other group will watch a video with the classroom teacher.

Les son 4A—Me dia Spe cial ist

Ob jec tive: Students will be come fa miliar with the term “search en gine.” Students will also
practice typ ing sub jects into a search engine.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g. spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Keyboarding

• Searching on a search en gine

Ma te ri als

• Word and def i ni tion cards

Gather stu dents at the com puters. The com puters should be logged on to the Internet. Each
school has a different sys tem of logging onto the Internet.
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Step 1. Review the ad dress box and how to change a Web ad dress.

Step 2. Explain the term “search en gine” us ing the word and definition card. Tell stu dents they
are go ing to use a search en gine and search for Web sites on a sub ject.

Step 3. Students dou ble-click on the ad dress box and be gin typ ing www.yahooligans.com

Step 4. Click on the “Go” but ton at the end of the ad dress box.

Step 5. Find the search box on the page. Type “snakes” in the search box and click on the word
“search.”

Step 6. Students will no tice that the re sults of the search are num bered. Tell stu dents they need to
read the re sults and de cide which Web site would give them the best facts.

Step 7. As a group, look at the re sults and de cide which is the best Web site. Click on that site.
Explore the Web site and discuss what you find.

Step 8. Go back and type in a new sub ject.

Les son 4B—Class room Teacher

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.4 COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Students ad just their use of spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage (e.g., con ventions, style,
vo cab u lary) to com mu ni cate ef fec tively with a va ri ety of au di ences and for dif fer ent purposes.

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g. spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learn ing, en joy ment, per sua sion, and the ex change of in for ma tion).

Skills

• Re view ing Internet terms

Ma te ri als

• Video: Using the Internet. Wynnewood, Penn.: Schlessinger Me dia, 2003.

Prepare stu dents for the video by telling them the ti tle and that they are go ing to dis cuss the
video af terward. Watch and dis cuss video.
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Les son 5—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Re search ing

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will collect facts about a topic by us ing the Internet, en cyclopedias,
magazines, and other re source materials.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of word mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.8 DEVELOPING RESEARCH SKILLS

Stu dents use a va ri ety of tech no log i cal and in for ma tion re sources (e.g., li brar ies, da ta bases,
computer net works, video) to gather and syn thesize in formation and to create and com municate
knowledge.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learning, en joyment, and persuasion, and the ex change of in formation).

Sci ence Na tional Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of activities in grades K–4, all students should de velop un derstanding of

• The char ac ter is tics of or gan isms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

Skills

• Re searching

• Fact finding
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Ma te ri als

• Each stu dent will be as signed an ocean crea ture to re search. (This topic can be tied into
any ap pli ca ble sci ence cur ric u lar unit.)

Step 1. Me dia spe cial ist. Briefly re view the steps stu dents need to fol low to en ter a Web site ad -
dress and ac cess the site. (See list of pos sible sites in the Re sources at the end of this unit.)

Step 2. Class room teacher. Brain storm some other places to look in the li brary/media center for 
information. Write the list on the black board. This list could in clude Internet sites, encyclo-
pe dias, non fic tion books, and mag a zines.

Step 3. Class room teacher. Hand out the worksheet and go over the things that the stu dents are
asked to col lect by way of information. Model by writing a fact on the board. Stress that stu-
dents need to use their own words after they have read the passage or in formation. The
Internet site will give a picture of their sea crea ture that can be printed out. Count students
off by fours and as sign each group to a dif ferent sec tion: computer, reference, non fiction,
and the mag azine sec tions. Af ter a short time, ro tate the groups so that each has a turn at the
com put ers.

Clo sure. Return to classroom and write re ports.

Teacher’s Notes:
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Internet Unit
Les son 5

Re search Worksheet

Topic

What is address of the Web site you ac cessed?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

List four awe some facts:

1.  _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________

2.  _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________

3.  _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________

4.  _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

     _________________________________________________________________________

What other books did you use for this in formation?

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________
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Re sources

Web Sites

www.seaworld.org
www.nwf.org/wild life
www.nationalgeographic.com
www.yahooligans.com
www.janbrett.com
www.kevinhenkes.com

Video

Using the Internet. Wynnewood, Penn: Schlessinger Me dia, 2003.

Books

Brown, Marc. Ar thur’s Com puter Di sas ter. Boston: Lit tle, Brown, 1997.

Kazunas, Charnan, and Tom Kazunas. The Internet for Kids. New York: Children’s
Press, 1997.

Royston, Angela. In Touch Internet and E-mail. Chi cago: Heinemann Li brary, 2002.

Si mon, Sey mour. Bits and Bytes: A Computer Dic tionary for Be ginners. New York:
Harper and Row, 1985.

Wingate, Philippa. The Internet for Be ginners. London, Eng land: Saf fron Hill, 1997.

Teacher’s Guide

Internet Kids: A Guide to Skill-Building Les sons in the El ementary Grades. Cleve land,
Ohio: World Al ma nac Ed u ca tion, 2000.
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Part Seven

Thematic Unit





The matic Unit

In tro duc tion

Our the matic unit on in sects and ants is an ex ample of a unit that might be pre pared through

col lab o ra tion be tween the class room teacher and the me dia spe cialist. It is a sam ple unit dem on-
strating how me dia spe cialists and classroom teachers can work to gether to tie cur riculum to in -
formation lit eracy skills instruction. The unit is also a cul minating unit that dem onstrates
everything stu dents should be taught from this book.

We have de signed this unit with grades 2 and 3 in mind, but the first three les sons can in fact

be mod ified for first-grade use. This group of plans fo cuses on non fiction and fiction books and
how to rec ognize the dif ferences. We also in cluded ba sic re search at the end of the unit. The for -
mat can be modified for future units.

Les son 1—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter. In tro duc tion to unit on in sects/ants: Non fic tion/fic tion
                  ma terials

Les son 2—Class room. Fic tion Books: Two Bad Ants

Les son 3—Class room. Non fiction Books: mod eling fact finding

Les son 4—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter. Ba sic re search on ants

Les son 5—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter. Ex tended re search on an other in sect
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Les son 1—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Introduction to Unit on In sects/Ants

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will be able to de termine the dif ference be tween fiction and non fiction
ant books.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of work mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un der-
stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence struc ture, con text, graphics).

Skills

• Word iden ti fi ca tion and def i ni tion

Ma te ri als

• Stack of ant books, both fic tion and non fiction (see re source list at the end of the unit). The 
media spe cialist will supply. If collection is lim ited, se lect other animals and insect books.

• Younger classes: se lect an an imal non fiction book and then a fic tion book with a story
character to whom the stu dents will re late. You will need ones that dem onstrate and
contrast the dif ferences between fiction and non fiction ma terial in a sharp dis tinct man -
ner. (Ex am ple: The Grouchy La dybug and a fact book on Ladybugs)

• Word cards for fic tion and non fiction with the def inition on one side and the word on the 
other.
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Front                                                             Back

• T chart on pa per with pen. (Non fiction on one side and fic tion on the other. Leave space
un der neath for stu dents’ com ments.)

Non fic tion Fic tion

Step 1. The classroom teacher will in troduce the word “fiction.” Use the word card with the def i-

nition that you have pre pared.

Step 2. The me dia spe cialist will choose a non fiction book from the stack and page through the
book. Be sure to share pic tures and the way the book is laid out. Talk about the call num ber
for non fiction and the dif ference from fiction. Help the students make a list of im portant fea -
tures of a nonfiction book. Examples: facts or in formation, pictures, sometimes real draw-
ings or pho tos, glos sary in the back, and the table of con tents in the front.

Step 3. The class room teacher dis cusses fic tion in a sim ilar fash ion, draw ing on stu dents’ com -
ments to compose a list for the fic tion side of the T chart. Examples: Not real, an imals are
talking, an imals are dressed like peo ple and are do ing peo ple-related things.

Step 4. The me dia spe cialist ex plains that the stu dents will help put the stack of books into two piles,
either non fiction or fiction. Lay out the word cards so that the stu dents can place the books into
one pile or the other. Pick students to come to the front and choose a book. Let the class give a
thumbs-up if the choice is cor rect. If a stu dent has trouble, open the book and guide the class in
helping make the cor rect choice. En courage the stu dents to look at the pages in the book. It is im -
portant that the stu dents learn about the glos sary and ta ble of con tents as well as other fea tures of
a non fiction book. This can be a way to have them check if they are just guess ing.
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Les son 2—Class room

Fic tion Books: Two Bad Ants

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will be able to de cide whether a story is fic tion or nonfiction and also
be able to place the events of the story in the proper se quence.

Language Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.3 EVALUATION STRATEGIES

Stu dents ap ply a wide range of strat e gies to com pre hend, in ter pret, eval u ate, and ap pre ci ate
texts. They draw on their prior ex perience, their in teractions with other readers and writers, their
knowledge of work mean ing and of other texts, their word iden tification strategies, and their un -
der stand ing of tex tual fea tures (e.g., sound-let ter cor re spon dence, sen tence structure, context,
graphics).

NL-ENG.K-12.6 APPLYING KNOWLEDGE

Students ap ply knowl edge of lan guage struc ture, lan guage con ventions (e.g., spelling and
punc tu a tion), me dia tech niques, fig u ra tive lan guage, and genre to cre ate, cri tique, and dis cuss
print and nonprint texts.

NL-ENG.K-12.12 APPLYING LANGUAGE SKILLS

Students use spo ken, writ ten, and vi sual lan guage to ac complish their own pur poses (e.g.,
for learning, en joyment, and persuasion, and the ex change of in formation).

Skills

• Se quenc ing

• Word mean ing

Ma te ri als

• Book: Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg

• Col or ful pa per plates

• Cut-out story cards from the student worksheet or col lect pic tures that represent the dif-
ferent stages of the story (Make sure that you make up a ti tle plate with the ti tle and au-
thor on it for num ber one in the se quence. Color and prepare the pictures for the other
plates.)

• T chart and word cards from Les son 1.

Step 1. Read the story out loud to the class. Ask stu dents to listen for all of the things that the two
bad ants get into in their search for food.
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Step 2. Review the story by ask ing the stu dents for some of the problems that the ants had in their
ad ven ture.

Step 3. Line up the plates in mixed-up or der. Choose stu dents to place the cards in the proper se -
quence.

Step 4. Review the T chart from Les son 1 and lead the stu dents in a discussion of the things that
made this a fic tion or made-up story. How did they know that this was fiction?

Clo sure. Give di rections for the worksheet pages. Students need to com plete the sen tences
and color the pages. Cut and sta ple the pages in or der as they happen in the text.

Teacher’s Notes:
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The matic Unit
Les son 2

Worksheet

142 Part Seven: The matic Unit

Two Bad Ants
by Chris Van Allsburg

Dec o rate your ti tle page.



The matic Unit
Les son 2

Worksheet
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The matic Unit
Les son 2

Worksheet

144 Part Seven: The matic Unit

The ants cooled off in the

____________________.

Draw what happens at the end of this story



The matic Unit
Les son 2

Worksheet
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Les son 3—Class room

Non fic tion Books: Mod el ing Fact Find ing

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will be able to help make a class list of facts about ants af ter lis tening to 
a non fiction book about ants.

Na tional Sci ence Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of activities in grades K–4, all students should de velop un derstanding of

• The char ac ter is tics of or gan isms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

Skills

• In sect fact and iden ti fi ca tion

Ma te ri als

• Nonfiction book on ants (see Re sources for sug gestions)

• Nonfiction word card from Les son 1

• Chart pa per

• T chart from Les son 1

Step 1. Build on the pre vious les son by point ing out that in this lesson the ant book is a fact book,
or non fiction. Re view with the students the T chart from Lesson 1 and point out the things
that make a book non fiction.

Step 2. Before reading the book, make a list of things that the stu dents may already know about
ants. Write these up on the chart pa per.

Step 3. Read the book aloud to the stu dents.

Step 4. Model for stu dents what we are look ing for in terms of facts. In troduce the idea that if we
were writ ing a re port on ants, we would not need com plete sen tences at this time but short
bits of in formation that we learned from read ing this book. Ask the students to help list the
facts or information about ants that they re member from the book. Encourage them to list
only things that are mentioned in the book.

Clo sure. Students re turn to seats and write their fa vorite fact out in a com plete sen tence.
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Les son 4—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter, 

Team Teach ing

Basic Re search on Ants

Ob jec tive: Students will be able to write out facts about ants us ing books in the li brary/me-
dia cen ter.

Sci ence Na tional Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of activities in grades K–4, all students should de velop un derstanding of

• The char ac ter is tics of or gan isms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

Skills

• Note taking

• Re searching

Ma te ri als

• Nonfiction books about ants from the li brary. Ex ample: World Book Stu dent Dis covery
En cy clo pe dia, Vol ume 1

Step 1. The classroom teacher will spend time re viewing the fact-finding strat egies that were
taught in the last les son. Ex plain the worksheet and re search pro cess.

Step 2. Hand out ma terials and di vide up the class into small groups of two or three, depending
on the amount of re sources you have available.

Step 3. The class room teacher and me dia spe cialist ro tate around the room and give help as
needed.

Clo sure. Share facts

Teacher’s Notes:

147



The matic Unit
Les son 4

Worksheet

Label the antennae, head, thorax, and ab domen of the ant.

Facts about Ants

Find three facts about ants and write them in the space be low

1. ______________________________________________

 2. ______________________________________________

3. ______________________________________________
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Les son 5—Li brary/Me dia Cen ter,

Team Teach ing

Extended Re search on An other Insect

Ob jec tive: Stu dents will collect facts about an insect us ing books, mag azines, and Internet
sites.

Sci ence Na tional Stan dards

NS.K-4.3 LIFE SCIENCE

As a re sult of activities in grades K–4, all students should de velop un derstanding of

• The char ac ter is tics of or gan isms

• Life cy cles of or ganisms

• Or gan isms and en vi ron ments

Lanuage Arts Na tional Standards

NL-ENG.K-12.8 DEVELOPING RESEARCH SKILLS

Stu dents use a va ri ety of tech no log i cal and in for ma tion re sources (e.g., li brar ies, da ta bases,
computer net works, video) to gather and syn thesize in formation and to create and com municate
knowledge.

Skills

• Note taking

• Re searching

Ma te ri als

• Non fic tion books and en cy clo pe dias

• Web sites:

  www.earthlife.net/in sects/ants.html

  www.zoobooks.com

   www.kidsgowild.com

   www.wcs.org
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Step 1. Students come to the li brary/media cen ter with a copy of the worksheet and an in sect as -
signed ahead of time by the class room teacher. Pos sible in sects to re search: la dybugs, fleas,
fire flies, spi ders, bee tles, bees, crick ets, grass hop pers, mos qui toes, and ci ca das.

Step 2. Stu dents collect facts and fill out the worksheet on their insect.

Step 3. The me dia spe cialist and the class room teacher will ro tate around the room help ing stu -
dents se lect ma te ri als and in for ma tion.

Clo sure. Students re turn to the class room and share in formation. Worksheets are col lected
and com piled into a class room book.

Note the ex tra “fun sheet” for the stu dent who fin ishes ahead of the other students.

Teacher’s Notes:
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The matic Unit
Les son 5

Re search Worksheet

Name of insect____________________________________________

Where do these in sects live?__________________________________

How do they protect themselves from en emies?___________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

What do they eat? _________________________________________

________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Describe this insect ________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Draw Your In sect
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The matic Unit
Les son 5

Ex tra Worksheet

Ants

A N T E N N A E

S L H G K L H B

T A O G A P U P

R R R L E G S N

K V A N T S N E

E A X B U T R E

R Y N O L O C U

A B D O M E N Q

WORD BANK

LEGS EGG QUEEN

THORAX PUPA ANTS

COLONY LARVA ANTENNAE

ABDOMEN

Look up the words “col ony,” “pupa,” “an ten nae,” and “tho rax” in
the dic tionary. Write the words and the def initions on the back of this
paper.
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The matic Unit
Les son 5

Ex tra Worksheet

ANTS
WORD BANK

six        two        col ony        scent        strong        en emies

1.  Frogs, toads, and ant eaters are _____________________of the ant.

2.  Ants have _________________ legs.

3.  An ant has _________________ an tennae.

4.  Ants live in a ____________________________.

5.  When ants leave the nest, they put down a ____________________

trail so they can get back home.

6.  Ants are small, but they are very ________________________.

Draw an ant col ony.
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Re sources

Teacher Mag a zine Ar ti cles

Ants (Grades 2–3). Teacher’s Helper: Reproducibles for Your Class room 18, no. 3
(June/July 2001), pp. 3–12.

The Mighty Ant (Grades 1–3). The Mail box: The Idea Mag azine for Teach ers 23, no. 3
(June/July 2001), pp. 4–9.

Non fic tion Ti tles

Cadder, S. J. If You Were an Ant. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Silver Press, 1989.

Dorros, Ar thur. Ant Cities. New York: Harper & Row, 1987.

Pas coe, Elaine. Ants. Wood bridge, Conn.: Blackbirch Press, 1999.

Fic tion Ti tles

Flem ing, Denise. In the Tall, Tall Grass. New York: Henry Holt, 1991.

Pinczes, Elinor J. One Hun dred Hun gry Ants. Boston: Hought on Mifflin, 1993.

Van Allsburg, Chris. Two Bad Ants. Boston: Hought on Mifflin, 1988.

Web Sites

www.earthlife.net/in sects/ants.html

www.zoobooks.om

www.kidsgowild.com

www.wcs.org
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World of Sci ence En cy clo pe dia, 27

Writing skills, 9–11, 57–58, 64, 132, 146
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