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ABSTRACT

This research tries to investigate the influence of songs to increase young learners’
vocabularies. The songs used are simple and easy to listen by early childhood. In
addition, the songs contain alphabets and basic words that familiar with the
children, so that the children can understand and remember the words easily.
Besides, the researcher used English song video in order to make the young
learners easy to memorize and match between the picture and the words said. The
sample of this study was 25 young learners of pre-school in Aceh Besar. The
method used is descriptive method in form of Classroom Action Research (CAR).
Moreover, this research was conducted in two cycles, in which each cycle incudes
planning, action, observing, and reflecting. Techniques used in collecting the data
were observation and oral questions. Result of this research shows that 85% young
learners could mention English alphabet correctly in the first cycle. Furthermore, in
the second cycle, 90% children could say simple sentences and mention English
nouns. Therefore, it is important to pre-schools’ teachers to create interesting
learning situation such as using video song in teaching foreign language to young
learners instead of using oral song sung by the teachers themselves, so that the
children be more interested and focus in learning.
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INTRODUCTION

Early childhood education is a coaching effort aimed to children
from birth to the age of six. This coaching is done through the provision of
educational stimulus to help growing and developing of children’s physical
and spiritual so that the children are ready to enter further education.
Besides, there are some aspects that must be developed in early childhood
education such as religious values and morals, physic (including gross
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motor and fine motor skills and physical healthy), cognitive (including
general knowledge, science, concept, form, color, shape and pattern,
numeral concept, and alphabet), languages (including accepted the
language, reveal the language, and script) and social emotional aspect.

One of the important aspects which should be developed in early
childhood is language. Early childhood is the golden age to learn languages
beside mother tongue. The child’s brain is still elastic and supple so that the
process of language absorption become more smoothly. Hurlock (1999)
stated that age of 1-5 years is a time of rapid development of the ability to
speak such as adding vocabulary, mastering pronunciation of words and
combining the words in sentences. The vocabulary of the child will increase
rapidly as he learns new words and new meanings in daily life.

Pulukadang, Wiwy Triyanti and Abdul Rahmat (2011, p.1) stated
that language plays important role in development children intellectual,
social, and emotional. Moreover, language can be a tool to reach success in
learning any subjects. By learning foreign language, it is hoped that
children know themselves, their culture and other cultures. In addition,
learning foreign language can help students to convey their ideas and their
feeling.

Learning English by using video songs is one of effective ways in
introducing foreign language to pre-school students because they
experience the learning process directly. In addition, audio visual media
help students to understand the materials or messages convey in lesson.
Suprijono (2003, p.23) stated that learning by using media song can
stimulate students to understand native speaker real life situation and can
stimulate students to practice their skills such as reading, writing, and
scrutinizing.

Based on preliminary study done at RA Takrimah Tungkob Aceh
Besar, the researcher found that there were many students did not
understand English instruction due to lack of vocabularies. Thus the
students felt bored because did not understand the lesson given. Therefore,
the researcher wanted to use video songs media to help students understand
the materials and to make them enjoy in learning foreign language.

METHODS
This research was conducted at kindergarten Raudhatul Atfal
Takrimah Tungkob Aceh Besar. The sample of this study was students of

311



Teaching English Song to Young Learners. (Siti Fachraini)

class B which are grouped from 5-6 years old. . The number of students was
25 students in one class. Moreover, in using of this media, teachers of
kindergarten were also involved in each activity especially in applying
video English songs media in teaching.

In conducting the research, the researcher used descriptive
approach in form of Classroom Action Research (CAR) method.
Furthermore, this research was conducted in two cycles in which each cycle
was consisted of four stages. They are:

1. Planning

At this stage, the researcher and team had to do some preparations in

order that the teaching process runs well, these preparations include:

a. Creating instructional scenario consisted of some steps and
activities either done by the teacher or done by the students in the
context of implementation of planned remedial action. In this case,
the steps used in teaching English songs as media to early
childhood.

b. Preparing necessary facilities and support facilities in the
classroom, for example: loudspeaker, projector, and pictures or
things

c. Preparing how to record and analyze data related to process and
result of improvement actions in teaching English by using song to
early childhood

2. Action

This stage is the realization of all theories, steps and teaching

techniques that have been prepared before, in this case, teacher taught

English by using songs refers to the draft that has been prepared before

in the planning stage

3. Observation

In the observation stage, researcher and team observation acted as

observer. Observation activities were carried out at the same time with

the teaching process done by the teacher. The observation team
observed each activity done by the teacher and the students during
teaching and learning process.

4. Reflection

Reflection is an activity of remembering and reviewing the learning

outcomes that have been recorded in the observation sheet. Besides,

reflection is an activity of analyzing whole data or information
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collected from action research done before. Thus, based on the data
acquired, it can be considered that the actions are success or failure.

Techniques used in collecting the data are: oral questions, observation
and documentation. In analyzing the data, the researcher used descriptive
comparative method. This method was applied since instruction was begun
until the research activities were finished. Technigue in analyzing data was
consisted of three steps, namely: data reduction, data display, and
conclusion. In addition, the researcher analyzed the students’ progress in
learning English by using observation guide for each cycle. The result for
each cycle determines if the reflection is needed to conduct or not. There
are some steps used in analyzing the observation result:

1. Giving scores for each observation result with the criteria as below:
a. 4 : very capable

b. 3 : capable
c. 2 - less capable
d 1 : incapable

2. Making tabulation for assessing the students’ progress in learning
English by using songs. The table consisted of number, student’s name,
observation items, score, percentage, total, and date of observation

3. Counting the student’s progress in each cycle in form of percentage.

4. Comparing the percentage of each student with the percentage that had
been determined by the researcher. The result considered success if
90% students got the maximum score that was determined.

In order to make this research become effective and efficient, the researcher

made some successful indicators. They are:

1. Students are able to mention some alphabets in English

2. Students are able to mention some nouns and know the meaning of
the words

3. Students are able to sing and continue the song correctly
Students are able to use a noun in simple sentences.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Based on the research question stated above, the aim of the study
and method used; therefore the researcher conducted this research in two
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cycles. First cycle conducted in two meetings and the second cycle
conducted in three meetings.

Before conducted the study, the researcher did preliminary study or
survey location at kindergarten Raudhatul Atfal Takrimah Tungkob Aceh
Besar. Based on this preliminary observation, the researcher found that the
students of RA Takrimah Tungkob were incapable in mastering some
English vocabularies. Moreover, the teachers still sing English songs orally.
Thus the mistakes in pronouncing the words could be happened.

At the first meeting in the first cycle, the researcher introduced
English by using simple alphabets song. The students heard the song for
several times and tried to remember the alphabet one by one. In this
meeting, the students looked little bit difficult to remember the alphabets
even though they knew the rhythm of the song. In the next meeting, the
researcher played the same alphabets song to the students. This time, they
looked enthusiastic in following the instruction. In addition, they began to
enjoy and remembered the alphabets correctly.

In the second cycle, the researcher introduced some nouns based on
alphabets. At the first meeting, the students introduced 15 nouns and at the
second meeting they learned the rest of nouns. Fortunately, in two meetings
they could remember all the nouns used together with alphabets. Therefore,
in the third meeting, the researcher taught the students how to say some
simple sentences by using the nouns.

From the students’ learning result and observation in each cycle, it
could be concluded that teaching English by using video songs could
increase students’ vocabularies. It is based on the comparison of percentage
from preliminary study 43.17% students could reach standard score, while
in the first cycle 85% students could reach determined percentage and in the
second cycle 90% students could reach the standard score determined.

It is important to note that teaching English vocabularies for pre-
school students was aimed to introduce English words and to be basic
knowledge in order to continue study in the next level. Therefore, teaching
English for children should not be equated with teaching English for adult.

CONCLUSION

This Classroom Action Research was conducted at RA Takrimah
Tungkob Banda Aceh for students of group B. This research was done in
two cycles. First cycle consisted of two meetings and the second cycle
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consisted of three meetings. Each cycle involved four activities such as (1)
planning, (2) action, (3) observation, and (4) reflection.

From two cycles which had been conducted, it can be concluded
that students’ English vocabularies increased significantly especially
alphabets and nouns. The further explanation is as below:

1. Students’ ability in mastering English vocabularies increased
significantly by using video songs in teaching pre-school students

2. The increasing of the students’ ability can be seen from percentage
of several observation such as in the preliminary study students got
43.17%, then became 85% in the first cycle, and increase became
90% in the second cycle

3. The students were motivated in learning English because they can
see the picture of the noun directly

4. The students looked happy and enjoyed learning English by using
video songs.
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