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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presented six point related to the study. There are the background 

of study, the research problem, the objective of study, the significant of study, the 

scope of study, and definition of key term. 

1.1 The Background of Study 

 In learning English, there are four skills that should be mastered by the 

students, they are listening, speaking, reading and writing. Reading is the most crucial 

among the four skills since it is useful in leading students to get much knowledge 

they need to improve their ability in acquiring language. According to Harmer 

(2010:11), reading gives positive impact on vocabulary, spelling, and writing. It 

means that when students read, they also learn about grammar, vocabulary, and 

punctuation. In addition, it also provides samples of good writing, constructing of 

sentence, paragraph and text by reading.  

According to Grabe (2014:5), reading is a process when readers learn 

something from what they read and involve it in an academic context as a part of 

education. It means that, through reading someone can get much information and 

knowledge from the text read before. In addition, the students are able to improve 

their own knowledge and experience through reading activity. They will get a lot of 

information and ideas that they want to know. The information can be gained from 

books, magazine, paper, e.t.c. Furthermore, the students also will know what they do 

not know before. The more they read, the more information they get.  

 

 



 

 

 In learning reading, method is very important. It is because the good method 

in learning reading will obtain the good learning result. In other words, the success of 

teaching and learning activity is depend on the method that is implemented by the 

teacher. One of method that often used by teacher in learning reading was Teams 

Games Tournaments (TGT). In Teams Games Tournaments, the students demand to 

be active and they should not be passive students since they are the center in learning 

process.  

 According to Slavin (2014:24), TGT is a method that placed the students in a 

team work that consist of at least 4 to 6 members who have different abilities, gender, 

race or ethnic. By the heterogeneous members for each team, it is hoped can motivate 

the students to help each other, the students who have higher ability can help the 

other who need more explanation to master the learning. In this method, the teacher 

provides the material, then the students work in their team work to ensure that all of 

team members have mastered the material.  

 Many researches have been conducting regarding the effectiveness of Teams 

Games Tournaments (TGT) method in learning reading. The first research comes 

from Amanillah (2017), the result the t-test was done by calculating the post-test and 

gained scores in both classes showing that the t-value in both post-test (2.125) and 

gained scores (3.297) are higher than the t-table (1.668) with df = 68 in the 

significance level of 0.05. It means t-value > t-table. Moreover, significance 2 tailed 

based on post-test was 0.037 and significance 2 tailed based on gained was 0.02, it 

were below 0.05 (p < α) which means that the H0 (null hypothesis) is rejected and Ha 



 

(alternative hypothesis) is accepted. It proved that using TGT is effective on learning 

Reading descriptive text at eighth grade of SMPN 166 Jakarta. 

 Next, a study by Wulansari (2020) resulted that the use of Teams Game 

Tournaments (TGT) method could improve the student’s ability in reading. There is 

progress from the students get score ≥ 75 from pre-test 30.77% or 8 students, post-

test I 57.70% or 15 students and post-test II become 77% or 20 students. In short, by 

using team game tournament strategy, the students felt more attracted to study and to 

understand about descriptive text. It is shown in their learning results which improved 

well while using team game tournament strategy in the learning process from cycle I 

up to cycle II. 

 Unfortunately, based on the researcher’s observations while conducting 

teaching practice program at MAN 4 Aceh Besar, the researcher found that the 

students still have some problems in learning reading. There are some factors that 

influencing the students in mastering learning reading skill. They are internal and 

external factors. The internal factors come from the students themselves such as 

motivation and knowledge. Many students have low motivations in reading. Most of 

the students are uninterested in reading a lot of text, whereas they also lack of 

vocabulary and grammar. If the students’ knowledge of English is less, it will impact 

toward their achievement especially in reading skill.  

 Meanwhile, there are some external factors influencing the teaching and 

learning reading skill. First, the teachers’ strategy was static. The teacher taught a 

subject in the text book and asks the students to read the text silently or loudly and the 

students had to translate it before answering the question that follow. However, the 



 

students were not interested in learning reading. Second, the students made noise and 

played with their friend when the teacher read the material because the teacher read 

too fast and the students did not understand the vocabularies or sentences used by the 

teacher because the students lack of vocabularies.  

 Furthermore, the students were not active during reading class. When the 

teacher asks one of the students to read the text, the students just keep silent and 

pointed other students to read. It happened since the students were shy to read 

because they were afraid of pronouncing the words. If the students read the text and 

mispronounced the word, the other students laughed and it made the students feel 

reluctance because discouragement. 

 However, TGT method is a good method in learning reading. The method is 

also implemented in many schools including MAN 4 Aceh Besar. Based on the 

pleriminary research, the researcher found that the students of MAN 4 have a good 

ability in spelling the word since the teacher use TGT method in learning reading. 

Furthernore, TGT method is one of method that is effective to be implemented in 

MAN 4 Aceh Besar. It can be seen from the students’ reading in English. The use of 

TGT method  in learning reading to the students of MAN 4 Aceh Besar has a good 

impact to the students’ ability in mastering reading. Their avarage reading score  (78) 

is higher than standard score and the standard score 70. Thus, the writer attends to 

know the process of teaching and learning process of reading through TGT at the 

school. 

Furthermore, the previous study above only focuses on investigating the 

effectiveness of Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) method without discussing the 



 

student’s activities and what are the strengths and weaknesses in learning reading by 

using the Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) method. However, there is a significant 

difference between the previous study and this study. In this study, the researchers 

investigate the students and teacher activities as well as the strengths and weaknesses 

in learning reading by using the Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) method. 

Therefore, this study contributes more for the education field since it discuss about 

the students and teacher activities as well as the strengths and weaknesses in learning 

reading by using the Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) method. 

Therefore, the researcher would like to carry out a research under the title 

“The Analysis of Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) Method in Learning 

Reading at MAN 4 Aceh Besar” 

1.2 The Problems of Study 

 The problems of the study are as follow: 

1. What are the students-teacher activities in learning reading skill by using the 

Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) method at MAN 4 Aceh Besar? 

2. What are the strengths and weaknesses of the Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) 

method in learning reading at MAN 4 Aceh Besar? 

1.3 The Objectives of  Study 

 The objectives of the study are as follow: 

1. To find out the students-teacher activities in learning reading skill by using the 

Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) method at MAN 4 Aceh Besar 

2. To investigate the strengths and weaknesses of the Teams Game Tournaments 

(TGT) method in learning reading at MAN 4 Aceh Besar. 



 

1.4 The Significance of Study 

 There are some purposes of doing this research. It is expected that the 

research will be useful for the teachers and researchers. The result of this research 

will be beneficial for the teacher to enrich the teacher’s methods of learning reading. 

Therefore, the teacher would try to find a new effective learning reading process in 

using TGT for their students especially in reading. In other hand, this research gave 

further information about the strengths and weaknesses in using TGT, therefore, the 

teacher will be creative in learning reading skill by implementing TGT method.  

 This research also beneficial for researchers. The result of this research is 

expected to be a useful reference for the next researcher that is connected with this 

method. Moreover, this research also expected to give a new knowledge for the next 

researcher in order to make a better research in teaching and learning activity. 

Furthermore, it would help the next researcher to know the strengths and weaknesses 

in learning reading by using TGT method, therefore, as the future teacher, they will 

create a better method in teaching reading. 

1.5 The Scope of Study 

The scope of this study summarized the research topic, identify, interpret or 

describe, and analyze the issues and result. Thus, this study focuses on describing and 

analyzing the students and teacher activities and the strengths and weaknesses in 

learning reading by using the Teams Game Tournaments (TGT) method. The 

research will be conducted at the second grade of MAN 4 Aceh Besar. 

 

 



 

1.6 The Definition of Key Terms 

 The researcher needs to make an assumption clearly of the term used in this 

paper as the following; 

1.6.1 Teaching Reading 

 Reading is one of English skills besides speaking, listening and writing. It is 

the way to understand written messages. According to Nuttal (2010:2), reading means 

a result of interaction between the writer’s mind and the reader’s mind. It is the way 

how the reader tries to get the message or the intended meaning from the writer. In 

this process, the reader tries to create the meanings intended by the writer, the reader 

can get the message, and the writer’s meaning sense. 

1.6.2 Teams Games Tournaments (TGT) 

Teams Games Tournaments (TGT) is a kind of cooperative learning method 

that grouping some activities, such as presentation, teams games tournaments, and 

team recognition. The students are active doing the activity in the class with 

understanding the material by doing games. The students divide into some groups 

with the different academic level achievement that consists of 4-6 students. The 

student who has higher ability can help the other students who need more 

explanation. The students cooperate with the other groups to answer the question. The 

group that has the highest score is the winner.  
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